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THREE GRAND DREAMS

upend geopolitical order
Trump’s inward-looking
MAGA American Dream
Putin’s outward-looking
Dream of Imperialist Expansion—

or: Peter the Great 2.0
+ Al-artist Carl de Keyzer, “Putins Dream”, art using Al

Xi's global ‘China Dream’ (Zhongguo meng HIE?2%)

29 Nov 2012
* Xi Jinping:
* speech at Exhibition in National Museum, Tiananmen Square
* 'Great revival of the Chinese nation’
* China Dreams?

“One World, One Dream”

= Old favourite motto of Xi Jinping who masterminded Beijing Olympics 2008:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jA78Kf1vbM

China’s Geopolitics & the Opening of Beijing Winter Olympics
4 Feb 2022: Beijing Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony,
China & Russia pledge 'no limits’ friendship

Where there are Dreams, there are also...

NIGHTMARES

Joint Statement: No limits Friendship & Media Mirroring
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National Radio & TV Administration EZR HEHBEINERE (2018)
» 2021 NRTA under Central Propaganda Dept of CCP

+ Additional agreement with Russia’s Ministry of Digital Development, Communications and Mass

Media: Chinese media to repeat & amplify Russian propaganda
* Since Feb 2022: converging media narratives Russia / China

« China amplifies Russia’s fake news: Ukraine prepares biological warfare (cf. Hvistendahl &
Kovalev, 2022)

Why all this Russian propaganda in China?
* Interview Ai Weiwei, 7.4.2022

« ‘Ukraine-conflict is a testbed for China’s Taiwan plans’
» https://www.monopol-magazin.de/ai-weiwei-ukraine-konflikt-ist-probe-fuer-chinas-taiwan-

plaene

China’s Dream?
+ Art/ poetry on taboo topics in China’'s media sphere: Taiwan, Tibet, Hong Kong
» Ai Weiwei: ‘There is no Chinese Dream, only Chinese nightmares.’

VOICES
ON RUSSIA’S WAR IN UKRAINE

in Sinophone Mediasphere

1.

VOICE FROM BEUJING

“Falling Matryoshka © Cao Fei 2022

Cao Fei (b. 1978), Instagram, 25 February 2022: The day after Russia’s invaded Ukraine:
"Falling Matryoshka © Cao Fei 2022. Photo from the border of China and Russia. Project
commissioned by @garagemca.”

Collaboration Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow, Jan 2022.

‘My Future is not a Dream’
+ Video clip - Whose Utopia? (2006) + interview: https://youtu.be/zBONFRWREec?t=7m28s
* >> from 7:28 until 8:42

Voice from Beijing:

Cao Fei

*b. 1978 Guangzhou,

*Beijing & Singapore

*Cao Fei: ‘'Comments on China'’s society, not criticism’ (NYT, 2015)



18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

HAN CHINESE VOICE FROM TAIPEI

Voice from Taipei:

yAnG xiaObiN #7/J\E: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’ (Hou juéju: Aodésa taijie
shang {£486): EEFESM L), Instagram, 2022
FAZRDTHSE—ERE, EAERE—EARITE.

RAEBEERIE—EER, ARRTHIRE —THHE.
FARE—EARTHER, BARRE AR TET.

FARRE—EAFRACUBIREG, EARERBETHIRE—ERTF,
‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’

» Title: Lament / Post-Epitaph jueju £84): in classical Tang poetry 4 lines, 5 or 7 characters, rhyme,
strict tonal pattern.

* but explodes rules: more & irregular number of characters, no rhyme

« '‘Post”: frames poem not only as a eulogy for a single event or individual, but a meditation on

pattern of suffering and resistance.
Allusion to Potemkin Stairs, Odessa
« iconic for their role in Sergei Eisenstein’s 1925 film Battleship Potemkin.

yAnG xiaObiN: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’
* Battleship Potemkin (1925) dir. Sergei Eisenstein.
« Fictional massacre of civilians

yANG xiaObiN: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’
* Battleship Potemkin (1925)
« including the image of a baby carriage tumbling down the steps.

yANG xiaObiN: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’
* Battleship Potemkin (1925)

« Stairs as a symbol of: revolution, martyrdom, state violence, trauma, memory, cinematic myth-
making.

yAnG xiaObiN #%/)\E

+ Poet & Artist, born in Shanghai

+ 1980s joined avantgarde movement in Beijing
+ 1985 BA Fudan University, Shanghai

+ 1985-89 Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences
* 1996 PhD Yale, Chinese Literature
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* 1998-2004 University of Mississippi
+ 2006- Academia Sinica, Taipei

3.

INDIGENOUS VOICE FROM TAIWAN

Taiwan'’s Indigenous Peoples’ & Ukrainian Voices: lverson Rangi & Yana

‘Ukrainian Lion & Taiwanese Bear’, Fundraising Exhibition for Ukraine, Epic Taipei Nightclub, Taipei,
July-Aug 2022

Multiple layers of trauma & memory
Solidarity (Ukrainian/Chinese, ‘fallen character’) - infinity symbol - Taiwan indigenous peoples -
graffiti subversive street art

mocking Putin and Xi's no-limits friendship by applying solidarity & endless friendship to
Ukrainian-Taiwanese context.

Iversen Rangi
+ Iversgn Rangi Miciq
« indigenous artist from the Taroko (Truku) tribe, Taiwan
* Yana
+ Ukrainian artist,
+ LBWS Ukrainian artist group
+ Picture: Iverson Rangi Instagram

4.

TAIWANESE (HAKKA) VOICE FROM TAIWAN

Collaboration between photographer Sean Wang and painter Mariia Kazanets, Ukraine
Art exhibition

 “There is no war here”

+ Taipei, May 2025

Sean Wang & Mariia Kazanets

Art exhibition

‘There is no war here’
Taipei, May 2025

Sean Wang & Mariia Kazanets

Sean Cheng-Hsiang Wang

* *Taipei

« M.A, History, National Taiwan University

» Masters course, Art Practice, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (unfinished).
« Visually impaired artist / macular degeneration

+ Career in photography despite disability
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2025 Interview with Sean Wang

* Interview,

* Taipei,

» Sep. 2025

 Photo: Al-generated artwork, Sean Wang, 2025

Sean Wang
5.

VOICE FROM HONG KONG
‘Martyrs’ (‘Xundaozhe' j8i&%),

Liao Weitang E{E3E
R AX S =AHEUEER
[FRAt B BT B i B 4.

R IEBRRERITEL,

EER, EERBAKEFR
fI2ZEEMH, BFEMEREE.

HEKBRGFRN, WFIKFEERS
TEMETHARTAORR, {RM]

REFIANERIZRAE. KB
1], BB EIRE,

BRAY, BERY, —{ZABEEHBEE.

Liao Weitang B

+ b. 1975 Xinxing county $>*¢8&, Guangdong

+ Moves to Hong Kong (Cantonese name: Liu Waitong, pun on liuwang aitong iR L2, 'Grief in

Exile)
« Poet, photographer, writer
« Literary prizes in HK, Taiwan, abroad

« Assoc. Prof. National Taipei University of the Arts BIx7E=1t 47K (Literature Dept.)

IV. Concluding Remarks
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Take-away: ‘Online poems & visual art on Russia’s war in Ukraine
reveal connections

across Taiwan Strait in vernacular culture’

1. Russia’s war in Ukraine invokes

2. Sinophone artists react across Taiwan Strait

3. Such visions portray how utopia turns into anti-utopia in Sinosphere
4. Provide rare insights into Sinophone vernacular cultures

Thank you — looking forward to your comments & questions!



