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To explore today...
 Visual Art & Poetic Narratives
« Contesting discourses in China’s mediasphere
« China’s social media
« Chinese artists on Western social media
+ 3 Themes (Artists & Poets from China and Sinosphere):
 Colours of Ukraine
 Sunflowers
» Red & Black

INTRODUCTION

PICTURE 1: Cao Fei 3£ (b. 1978)

PICTURE 1: Cao Fei &3£ (b. 1978)

Cao Fei, Instagram, 25 February 2022: The day after Russia’s invaded Ukraine:

“Falling Matryoshka © Cao Fei 2022. Photo from the border of China and Russia. Project
commissioned by @garagemca.”

Collaboration Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow, Jan 2022.

Matryoshka in Russia & China

« Russia: tradition since 1890

« Japan: Honshu doll, daruma doll (but not nested)

« China: traditional roly-poly toy: ‘tumbler’ (budaoweng A~MEI5S)
« Drinking game since Tang dynasty

« Cao Fei: The doll that cannot fall has fallen

Tang drinking game
+ Since Tang dynasty (618-907)

» Wine vessel for drinking game
» Top light, bottom heavy, used to rotate and point to one person at table

+ ‘catching drunken immortal’ (bu zui xian ¥HEEZL) game



« xi hu zi %788, Jjiu hu zi {BEBF,
« 'like an alien with blue eyes and curly hair who points finger at drinker in a group around a
table’.
Tang & Song dynasty poems
References to tumbler, e.g.:
Wang Dingbao FE{R (870-954), scholar-official from Nanchang (Jiangxi).
« Fled after fall of Tang and served under Southern Han dynasty (917-971).
“Song of the Drinking Tumbler” {ERBFI<IR)

The appearance of a drinking tumbler resembles a human,
yet it is filled with interest and intent.

However, swaying unsteadily, it moves according to others,
not depending on the drunkenness itself.

REA, AR, AMINAE, ESHA, NMEEHD.
Ming poem: Xu Wei
+ Xu Wei 178 1521-1593 (Xu Wenzhang {8 1), from Shaoxing
« Roly-poly: metaphor for political rise, fall & comeback
« “The Tumbler” {AEI%5)
A black gauze cap and jade belt make him appear a dignified official,
Yet this old man is nothing but a lump of clay.

Suddenly, you shatter him to pieces,
Revealing, inside and out, no integrity or moral substance at all.

BOEEMTRE, WHEEREE, BABIREITER, BS ETRUM.

Qi Baishi BEH
Famous painter (1864-1957), from Hunan
“Inscribed on the Tumbler” (ERAEIE)

This old man is crafty, enough to amuse a child,

Knock him down—don’t prop him up, just let him rise again.
His black gauze hat sits straight upon his brow,
Though he has no heart or liver, he still holds official rank.

BEML) LRkt Te, FTRIRERIRESR. X ESFELMER, EXREEN.

-> mocking official authority

Tumbler in Modern Chinese Culture

Tan Wenrui 1833 (1922-2014)
« Journalist, People’s Daily editor-in-chief, satirical poet
“The Tumbler Has Fallen” {AEI$5ET)

Sometimes bad luck comes,
and the tumbler falls over.

RIKIGIER], AMESEIT.
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China’s Utopia: Locus Classicus
Tao Yuanming PEi#BA (365-427)
'Record of the Peach Blossom Spring’ (‘Tao hua yuan ji' Bk{EIRIC)

China’s Dream?
« Art / poetry on topics in China's media sphere: Taiwan, Tibet, HK
« China Dream: Xi Jinping’'s motto, Nov 2012

« 'Great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation'.
 Ai Weiwei: 'There is no Chinese Dream, only Chinese nightmares.’
« Many unofficial dreams / vernacular culture
« China’s many Chinese Nightmares:

 pandemic,

+ Ukrainian leg of BRI in ruins...

Vernacular Voices in the Sinophone Mediasphere
 Research Questions:

« How do netizens/citizens in China and Taiwan express unofficial perceptions of Russia's war

against Ukraine?

* What are their dreams, hopes, fears and nightmares?

* How do they speak truth to power?
e Aims:

« to reveal vernacular voices / ‘China’s vernacular cultures’ (Dudbridge 1996)

+ to shed new light on the dreams, fears and nightmares of netizens / citizens
« Sources: Sinophone Mediasphere

* Print & digital media

* Visual art

+ Chinese & Sinophone social media: WeChat, Weibo, Instagram, X
« Method:

« Analyse utopia & anti-utopia in visual art & poetry

« Analyse voices that ‘speak truth to power’ (parrhesia)

SOURCES

1. China’s Mediasphere

‘Mediasphere’ (Debray, 1991)

« :='Cultural production in the visual and textual fields characterised by endless expansion’
» Our sources:

* Online literature
+ Online magazines
« Visual art & literary websites
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« Weibo {#i& (Sina Weibo)
» WeChat / Weixin {3{5

Official Discourse on China’s Mediasphere
« Social media / Weibo, WeChat
+ February & March 2022:

* Pro-Putin

* Pro-Russia

 Anti-Ukraine

Official Discourse on China’s Mediasphere

« 'Glorious Russia! Glorious Putin! They have politicians in the West, but Putin, he is a great
political player who will go down in history!’
‘| support the disintegration of NATO! | support Russia, because when Russia falls, China is
next!" (Weibo, 2 March 2022).
« 'Russia has done a beautiful job!

« (Cf. Bandurski, 2022)

Pro-Russian Propaganda Poem
Admirer of Plum Blossoms in the Snow N
19 September 2022

American imperialists become the tyrants of the world,
Expanding eastward to the Russian border.

Instigating Ukraine to provoke Russia,

Each Nazi is a demon.

They have killed more than 20,000 Russian civilians,
Many of them women and children.

The Russian army rises to resist the Nazis,

Bravely fighting without fear against the pack of wolves.
They heroically hold on and smash the encirclement,
Ultimately ensuring the defeat of the Nazis.

Imitation of old-style regular poem:
Seven-word couplets, rhyme attempted.
14 likes, 4 comments

Author: 2014 followers; 130,000 likes.

Toutiao 3L£% (Headlines) Platform, URL:

https://www.toutiao.com/question/7142737941764129055/?source=seo tt juhe, accessed 3
January 2024.

2. Sinophone Mediasphere
» Western social media, e.g.:
 Instagram
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o X (Twitter)
« Taiwan's Mediasphere

CONCEPTS

1. Utopia (1516)
1 « Neologism
« Thomas More (1478-1535)
« Pun on Greek
« ‘good place’

(eu topos)
* ’'nowhere place’
(ou topos)
« = ideal place that exists nowhere.
Whose Utopia?

» Wutuobang S3E3R
« Lixiangguo T8 E
+ Utopia has long indigenous tradition in China
* = pre-imperial times
 Spring and Autumn era, 770-476 BC
» Warring States era, 475-221 BC
« Fig: lllustration for the first 1516 edition of More's Utopia.

2. Dreams & Nightmares:

“Whose Utopia?” (2006)

* Cao Fei (b. 1978)
*Video, 2006
* Siemens OSRAM light factory, Guangzhou

‘My Future is not a Dream’
* Video clip - Whose Utopia? + interview: https://youtu.be/zBOINFRWREec?t=7m28s
* >> from 7:28 until 8:42

Apocalypse & Post-human Anti-Utopia: 'Haze and Fog’
1« Zombie horror-movie
« Part of Cao Fei's Post-human Trilogy
+ 'Mirror’, 2007
+ ‘La Town’, 2014
2 By Cao Fei, 2013
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Ancient Chinese Utopias 8 Anti-Utopias

Ancient Confucian Utopia
W Great Sharing (da tong K& )
W Liji #85C (Book of Rites), 21.3a/b

Ancient Daoist Utopias

+ Daoist ‘Supreme Harmony' ( tai ping X3)

« Liishi chunqiu BEGERK (Spring and Autumn of Lii Buwei), 1.44-45.
« Zhuangzi 5, 13.471.

Ancient Daoist Utopia, 4th Century BC

+ Huaxu #& land (Mother of legendary Emperor Fuxi and goddess Niiwa)
* Yellow Emperor (trad. 2696-2598 BC)
o Liezi HJF, 2.41-3.

Ancient Daoist Utopia, 4th Century BC

« 'Land of Northend’

(Zhongbei #&1k)

« Paradise of mild climate & no epidemics
« Clear and sweet springs

* Liezi 5J-F, 5.163.

Anti-Utopia: The Deluge

* Dystopia: Inversion of Utopia

* Under legendary ruler Emperor Yao: Water flows upstream = Deluge floods central states
* ‘Snakes and dragons appear, disturb humans.” Mengzi, 3A.4; Lau, 1987, 102.

A Confucianist’s Dystopia
+ Xi Zhou sheng FE4E (fl. 1630s/40s) (Scholar of the Western Zhou) / Late Ming

« Xingshi yinyuan zhuan BETHYRB(E (Marriage Destinies that will Bring Society to its Senses)
« -> Berg, Carnival in China, 2002

Parrhesia in East & West

Parrhesia in Western Culture
» Greek mappnoia — first in Euripides (c.484-407 BC)
« Literally: 'saying everything one has in mind’
» Speaking truth to power, freedom of expression, transparency, duty, idle talk, gossip.

Parrhesia in Western Culture

+ Foucault, 1983:
+ Condition: truth-tellers face risk or danger for them in telling truth
« But they feel bound by duty to muster the courage and do so.
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» Foucault, Michel, ‘Discourse and Truth: The Problematisation of Parrhesia’, Six
Lectures given at Berkeley, 1983.

Parrhesia Tradition in China
+ Duke Huan of Qi ZZfE%Y (r.685-643 BC) established office of ‘admonition officers’ (jian guan 3
E) to speak truth to power—until Liao dynasty (916-1125).
+ Praised by China's e-government today: He Jing {aJ&#, website of Audit Bureau of Guilin City,
Guangxi I FEEIEXEMTERITE.
Parrhesia Tradition as the Intellectuals’ Mission
+ Roaming scholars shi = in pre-Qin China
+ Confucius fLF
+ Mencius #&F

» Roam from kingdom to kingdom
« Offer advice on good government to the ruler

Parrhesia Risks

+ Sima Qian B]FEI& (c. 145-c. 86 BC) & Grand Historian to Emperor Han Wudi &R (r. 141- 87
BC)
+ Sima Qian defended defeated general Li Ling Z=p% (d. 74 BC)

+ Death sentence
« Commuted to castration and 3 years in prison after

« Tradition of xiaoshuo /)\iit — idle talk, gossip — history rather than fiction

« Political critique — often indirect

Iv.

DREAMS

Trump’s Dream
1. Trump’s MAGA
But: American Dream -> Chinese Dream

2.

Putin’s Dream

2. Putin’s Dream of Empire: Sovjet-Style Imperialist Russia
+ Badiucao, ‘Baby Eaters’
+ 2022, 'MADe IN CHINA', Exhibition, Dox Contemporary Art Centre, Prague, Czechia
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» Series on Badiucao’s Website
» https://www.badiucao.com/artwork

Putin’s Dream of Empire
« Source: Badiucao, Homepage, https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure, 4 March 2022.

3.

Xi Jinping's ‘China Dream’

Xi's ‘China Dream’ (Zhongguo meng REI)
29 Nov 2012
* Xi Jinping:
* speech at Exhibition in National Museum, Tiananmen Square
* ‘Great revival of the Chinese nation’
* National humiliation 19C
* Opium Wars

The China Dream
* New Leaders’ Slogan
* Vision of China as 215t Century Superpower
* Imperial reign eras had mottos
* President Xi Jinping
+ 2013-for life
1. Government's dream?
2. Other dreams?

V.

NIGHTMARES
1.

Russia-China ‘No-limits Friendship’

China’s Geopolitics & the Opening of Beijing Winter Olympics
4 Feb 2022: Beijing Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony,
China & Russia pledge 'no limits' friendship

1. Joint Statement: No limits Friendship & Media Mirroring

National Radio & TV Administration EIZRI }EHBIAEE (2018)

+ 2021 NRTA under Central Propaganda Dept of CCP

« Additional agreement with Russia‘s Ministry of Digital Development, Communications and
Mass Media: Chinese media to repeat & amplify Russian propaganda
« Since Feb 2022: converging media narratives Russia / China
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« China amplifies Russia’s fake news: Ukraine prepares biological warfare (cf. Hvistendahl &

Kovalev, 2022)

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine

2: Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine
» Badiucao, 2022

« badiucao: “Here, | fix the disgraceful and offensive mural in Melbourne with the true face of
Russia’s brutality and war crimes from its invasion in Ukraine.”

US Realignment

3. US Realignment

+ Badiucao, ‘'The end of the USA', Instagram, 3 March 2025

@badiucao, X.com

« @badiucao
« X.com
« 1 March 2025

@badiucao

+ @badiucao
» X.com
« 1 March 2025

4.

Taiwan the ‘new Ukraine™?

4. Taiwan—the ‘new Ukraine’ Scenario?
» Badiucao website
« March 2025

» https://en.nbpublish.com/library read article.php?id=39592

VL.

THEMES
1.
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COLOURS OF UKRAINE

Cao Fei E3E

Cao Fei on Instagram

Cao Fei

February/March 2022
"Found daily colours to support Ukraine”
Echoes of Ukraine found in China...

Cao Fei
Master of the Art of Indirect Critique

Cao Fei: '‘Comments on China’s society, not criticism’ (NYT, 2015)

Cao Fei

Conform to the System

Avoid direct confrontation with authorities

Mix art, political & commercial culture

Design alternative worlds without CCP, new utopias
In her video artwork ‘Whose Utopia?’

‘My future is not a dream’ FRIRFAZEE

Cao Fei

* Photographer

* Film maker

* Video artist
* Script writer
» Composer

* Sculptor

Multi-media artist CAO Fei 3£ (b. 1978)

Badiucao BE&H

Badiucao BEE

#StopWar
#StandWithUkraine
https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure

#StopWar
#StandWithUkraine
https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure




80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

Badiucao website

« 57,000 followers on Instagram
+ 2200 posts

Badiucao: Interactive Art on Blockchain / Mint
« NFT (non-fungible tokens / cryptocurrency) Ukraine:

« allows 'collectors to write their own message of opposition to China's authoritarian regime
onto the blockchain as part of the minting process, preserving it as a public decentralized
record of protest'.

« Badiucao:

« 'l have been battling censorship from China’s authoritarian regime for more than 10 years.
When conventional galleries and venues are too intimidated to exhibit my art due to threats
from Beijing, NFTs and blockchain technologies not only provide a safe way to offer critical
financial support to dissident artists, but serve as an important immutable public record
outside of authoritarian tampering and control.’

« 'Help Badiucao support the brave citizens of Ukraine by collecting this vital
work. https://www.badiucao.com/ukraine’

Badiucao
* Born 1986 in China
« Known by pseudonym only
« 2009 emigrated to Melbourne, Australia
» Active on
» WeChat, Weibo,
+ Twitter, Instagram
» Website: https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure

Huang Rui &5$jt

Huang Rui &#ji: ‘Absence of Black Moon’

» Art Basel
. 2022
» Qil on canvas, 88 x 99 cm

Huang Rui E§5i: ‘Absence of Black Moon’
« 'Together for Peace’: Exhibition by Ukrainian & Polish Embassies, Beijing, 12 March 2022
+ Dao de jing IEfE4R inspiration

* Yijing Z#Book of Changes
Huang Rui E5: ‘Absence of Black Moon’

Huang Rui #55: ‘Absence of Black Moon’

« Paused his other projects to dedicate himself to a anti-war work about Ukraine after hearing the
news of its invasion on February 24.

«'Absence of Black Moon’

« Finished 3 days later
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* Presented at Ukrainian and Polish embassies in Beijing
« Ukrainian flag sliced into quarters by lines of red and white = Russia.

Huang Rui E5§i: ‘Absence of Black Moon’

+ *1952, Beijing

+ 1978 co-published Jintian X Today literary magazine
+ 1980s Co-founder & member of Stars Group E2£E%
« Exhibitions in China, Europe, USA

Deng Kangyan YBEHE

‘Echoes from the Ukrainian Trenches’ (‘Wukelan zhanhao de huixiang’ 552=;iZ#9E]I"), Deng
Kangyan JPBREAE
Br=R"H
I ENREIRAVE AR TR
A
BRI IEEE AR
AT

HMtEIEEnaRmEns
MERSZENLUSER
BEZERRANNE
EMEsEEE N AYHENS

EUrE T E RAVRTH

‘Echoes from the Ukrainian Trenches’ (‘Wukelan zhanhao de huixiang’ 552=§5A3E]I["), Deng
Kangyan JPBREAE

SRAEAEBAINZE AR
BREFNEFIIES
BREBSHTFIES
ABRMBIKIL BRI S

REERESR=1ERE
iR ERZEREMENEE
BRI O RIESE
BRIFEHRZEHIAR

Deng Kangyan XBRRAE

« Poem mixes
« peach blossom image of utopia,
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« colours of Ukraine’s flag,
* Blood.

* b. Kunming

 Geological engineer

* Poet

+ Author &

« Documentary filmmaker

SUNFLOWERS
Badiucao BEEH

Ukrainian woman confronts Russian soldiers

Henichesk, sea of Asov

25 February 2022

“Take these seeds and put them in your pockets, so at least sunflowers will grow when you all lie
down here.”

Viral on social media

"#PocketSunflowers to grow sunflowers from their graves!” — a Twitter user

(Shweta Sharma, ‘Brave Ukrainian woman wells soldier: ‘Put sunflower seeds in your pocket so
they grow when you die’, The Independent, 25 Feb 2022)

(Badiucao.com, 25 March 2022), Badiucao website, URL: https://www.badiucao.com/ukraine,
accessed 20 January 2024.

1/6 series: Six-piece NFT (non-fungible tokens/cryptocurrency) collection
dedicated to the brave Ukrainians fighting against the Russian invasion, inspiring the world
All proceeds to go to Ukrainian government

Seeds in the Pockets

« 25 March 2022

Seeds in the Pockets

is a 6 pieces NFT collection dedicated to the brave Ukrainians who fight against Russian invasion
and inspire the world.

March 25th, 2022—Chinese dissident artist Badiucao announces today he has created an NFT
collection in support of Ukraine amidst the 2022 Russian invasion. This NFT collection, ‘Seeds in
the Pockets' is dedicated to the brave Ukrainians who fight against Russian invasion and inspire
the world. ‘Seeds in the Pockets’ features six new works, each with a message of support and
empathy for Ukranians who are living through this terrible war.

All proceeds from the sale of this collection will be sent directly to the Ukrainian government, who
is now accepting payments via crypto currency.




Sunflower Seeds (Kuihuazi Z=16¥F)

- Tate Modern, 2010

« 'Readymades’

» Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968)

« ‘Ukraine-Conflict is a testbed for China’s Taiwan plans’ (7 April 2022)

100 On Sunflowers
101 Xi Yongjun &k 8

102 Microblog Poem: 'Ukraine: Homeland of Sunflowers (Poetry Series): Sunflowers’, Xi Yongjun [&
K&, 2022
B[SES
BRMIZREXE,
HERZEEEBR.
— [R] A5 (FHHE)

EER=mORm= et
— RIS AR EB T
HAFERRIR): AR(IAAESR
BANXE? (RMIREWE
IR S5=ARIEA
WX—Zle, 1FIIBOATE

{RINOZICIX L ZE T
BUARMIRORE, Xt
Fxela, elilgia
EER=M1H FRAREK
ABYERR, FRTEARYZE.....
KIGRZA A%
HEZERSR=MNE

103 Xi Yongjun, ‘Sunflowers’ Microblog poem
« Poem 4/12 in series

 Publ. 12 March 2022, Chengdu
* 1110 views

« 39 likes
+ On WeChat public channel ‘Poetry, Wine and Tea Republic’ shijiucha gonghe iZB45HF0,
Sichuan

104 WeChat Channel
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+ 'Poetry, Wine and Tea Republic’ shijiucha gonghe FHEZ<3EF0 from Sichuan

« 'Publications of excellent writings on wine culture and tea culture, and also excellent poetry to
disseminate the excellent Chinese culture.’

Xi Yongjun &5X& (b. 1963)
+ b. 1963 Qionglai IBIE, Sichuan

+ Lives in Chengdu
 Poet, with international recognition
« Editor-in-chief of

« literary magazines

» Chengdu Evening News, etc.

BLACK & RED
Badiucao BEE

Stop
STOP 3/6

STOP 3/6

‘In my view, if you open the dazzling neon jacket, China’s complexion is nothing more than black
and red.

Red is blood, fear and violence.

Black is iron, freezing nights, depression, despair, and the silent corners. It's the cloth gag covering
the screams.

The country is like a giant meat grinder, a layer of fresh blood covering a layer of despair, new
despair covering the layer of fresh blood, over and over again.’
https://chinadigitaltimes.net/2013/12/ten-question-badiucao-
%E5%B7%B4%E4%B8%A2%E8%8D %89/, accessed 20 Jan 2024.

Red/Black: Colour of Anarchists

+ Anarchy: ‘doctrine of no government’ EBFFEZ wizhengfi zhuyi
« Against oppressive government

 Popular variant of socialism

* Russian Revolution 1917

« May Fourth Movement 1919

Badiucao BEE
« Composite Portrait
« 2022

 Badiucao’s first solo show
« DOX, Prague, Czechia, May-August 2022
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Liao Weitang E{HEE

‘Winter on Fire’, Liao Weitang E{f3

Winter on Fire

——)\EREIY
FALTERRE
FFHELCSRA

Winter on Fire:
Ukraine's Fight for Freedom
‘Winter on Fire’, Liao Weitang {3

Winter on Fire

——)\EREIY
FALTERRE
FFHECSRA

Winter on Fire:
Ukraine's Fight for Freedom

‘Winter on Fire’, Liao Weitang E{HE

‘Winter on Fire’
BEEESEMGENNARRE
BRETRFE
EREN—REERFT:
‘Winter on Fire’

[FRHIBRAZFNFR
PR ZRTERYE]

EREEERRIA

IEEREIEH S|

[ E—RELERE
BE1240F5HEEEA
NEEHZ 8|
B e MR SRR RS

‘Winter on Fire’

AR, FRAAR
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ERRE, ERR
IPINCARRRE

TR E
HAL—ARIRERIRT
FEBAEEILRE. B5. KIEL
BREREE__)\FiY
HIBRAR—1k

Liao Weitang E{E5E

+ b. 1975 Xinxing county #>%&, Guangdong
« ‘Left behind child’ in rural area

+ Moves to Hong Kong (Cantonese name: Liu Waitong, pun on liuwang aitong iR L_Z2Jm, 'Grief in
Exile)

« Poet, photographer, writer, magazine editor, bookshop manager

« Literary prizes in HK, Taiwan, abroad

« Assoc. Prof. National Taipei University of the Arts El372=21tZ4#7 K22 (Literature Dept.)

VIL.

VOICES FROM TAIWAN
1.

Han Chinese Voice:

yAnG xiaObiN 7/)vE:

yAnG xiaObiN #7/J\E: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’ (Hou juéju: Aodésa taijie
shang £486): #EiE&ML). Instagram

FARRTI TS —ERE, BARRE—ERNE.

FAEBEaMuE—E8, hARR NHIRE R,
FAEF—EEDNER, tAERE—EEDLEL,

FAEF—EFRARIBNME, EARERBRETHIRE—ERET.

‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’
- Title: Lament / Post-Epitaph

« Jueju £84J: in classical Tang poetry 4 lines, 5 or 7 characters, rhyme, strict tonal pattern.



« Yang Xiaobin's poem: 4 lines but explodes rules: more & irregular number of characters, no
rhyme

« 'Post”: frames poem not only as a eulogy for a single event or individual, but a meditation on
pattern of suffering and resistance.

« Opening limitations of traditional forms / norms

125 yANG xiaObiN: ‘Lament: On the Steps of Odessa’
« Title: Lament / Post-Epitaph
« Jueju £BH: in classical Tang poetry 4 lines, 5 or 7 characters, rhyme, strict tonal pattern.
* Yang Xiaobin's poem: 4 lines but explodes rules: more & irregular number of characters, no
rhyme
« frames poem not only as a eulogy for a single event or individual, but a meditation on pattern of
suffering and resistance.
126 Allusion to Potemkin Stairs, Odessa
« iconic for their role in Sergei Eisenstein’s 1925 film Battleship Potemkin.
« Dramatises 1905 mutiny: battleship’s crew rebel against their officers.
« In the end: Tsarist sailors show solidarity with rebels.

127 yAnG xiaObiN: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’

* Battleship Potemkin (1925) dir. Sergei Eisenstein.
« Fictional massacre of civilians

128 yAnG xiaObiN: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’
« Battleship Potemkin (1925)
« including the image of a baby carriage tumbling down the steps.

129 yAnG xiaObiN: ‘Post-Epitaph Quatrain: On the Steps of Odessa’
* Battleship Potemkin (1925)
« Stairs as a symbol of: revolution, martyrdom, state violence, cinematic myth-making.

130 yAnG xiaObiN 17/)vE

* Poet & Artist, born in Shanghai

 1980s studied & joined avantgarde movement in Beijing

« 1985 BA Fudan University, Shanghai

+ 1985-89 Researcher, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences
« 1996 PhD Yale in Chinese Literature

+ 1998-2004 Professor, University of Mississippi, US

 2006- Research Professor, Academia Sinica, Taipei

* Resides in Taipei

131 2.

Taiwan Indigenous Voice:
Iverson Rangi

132 PICTURE 3: lverson Rangi (b. ca.1990s, Taiwan) & Yana (Ukraine)
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PICTURE 3: Iverson Rangi (b. ca.1990s, Taiwan) & Yana (Ukraine)

‘Ukrainian Lion & Taiwanese Bear’, Fundraising Exhibition for Ukraine, Epic Taipei Nightclub,
Taipei, Jul-Aug 2022

Ukrainian Lion

« Ruthenian lion

 1848- Ukraine: national symbol & liberation movement symbol

2007 state symbol

Formosan Black Bear in Taiwan

+ Symbol of Taiwanese identity

« largest land animals and

+ the only native bears in Taiwan.
« Considered a star species

« Mascot in Taiwan

Iversgn Rangi
« Iversgn Rangi Miciq
- indigenous artist from the Taroko (Truku) tribe in Taiwan;
« LBWS, a Ukrainian artist group;
 Yana, a Ukrainian artist and a friend affiliated to LBWS
+ Picture: Iverson Rangi Instagram

Truku Indigenous Peoples
« Truku / Taroko People K& k& (12th Taiwan Indigenous Group)

- Officially recognised 2004
* Not Atayal, but claim separate ethnic identity

Exhibition at Epic Taipei Nightclub, Summer 2022
The painting created for an art exhibition featuring Indigenous Taiwanese hip hop ‘party animals’
from Ukraine and Taiwan.

Epic Taipei nightclub in the summer of 2022 to raise funding for Ukraine through the showcasing
of collaborative artwork by Ukrainian and Indigenous Taiwanese artists.

Taiwanese and Ukrainian wildlife as ‘party animals’

« Artists: lverson Rangi, a Taiwanese / Indigenous artist from the Taroko (Truku) tribe;
« LBWS, a Ukrainian artist group;

 Yana, a Ukrainian artist affiliated with LBWS

Taiwan Government Support

« Support from the government:

« The deputy mayor of Taipei participated

 Popular discourse in line with government'’s official discourse

3 layers of subjugation & identity struggles

Both artists emphasize the maintenance of their own identity and independence. And they
together bring a message of solidarity between the Taiwanese and the Ukrainians. The Ukrainian

word ‘support’ and the Chinese word "B45" (unity) jointly demonstrate the mutual solidarity
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between the artists, and between Taiwan and Ukraine, too.

Tuanjie B4 unity, solidarity —> Chinese Dream

» Key concept

Tuanjie B4 unity, solidarity —> Chinese Dream
+ 1912- Key concept in Sun Yatsen's China

* 1949- in PRC propaganda

« Ethnic unity RIREE

+ 2013- Xi Jinping's China Dream

3 layers of subjugation & identity struggles

In view of Beijing's one-China ideal and Russia’s view of post-Soviet states still belonging to
Russia, the painting acquires an ironic message. It appears to mock the emphasis on unity that
Putin and Xi put on the ties with Ukraine and Taiwan by reclaiming the term and applying it to
Ukrainian-Taiwanese solidarity instead.

Formosan Black Bear:

3 layers of subjugation & identity struggles

The infinity symbol, a figure eight on its side, signifies the concept of limitlessness or eternity. It
has been widely used as a metaphor for eternal love.

Formosan Black Bear:

3 layers of subjugation & identity struggles

The medium of graffiti covertly constitutes a protest against authority, as street art has historically
been known for this.

To Promote Solidarity Taiwan-Ukraine

Rangi said that the fist bump symbolizes the mutual support and solidarity between the two
countries and promotes ideas of love and peace, which are also the "spiritual core of hip hop
culture.”

Vil

Concluding Remarks

Concluding Remarks

¢ In sum: 3 Themes on war:
« Ukrainian Colours, Sunflowers, Red & Black

 Experimenting in mediashere with different strategies of direct & indirect styles of critique &
comment on war

» New styles, reject old forms / norms

« Anti-/Utopian visions deconstruct China Dream into a series of dreams & nightmares

« Shed light on perceptions of the Russo-Ukrainian war from unofficial perspectives

« Provide insights into vernacular culture & new mediasphere

- Contesting voices in a network of social and cultural negotiations and exchanges.
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Thank you!

Xtra Material
Qi Shaoting 5¥MS
Qi Shaoting 58

Qi Shaoting

Qi Shaoting
2022 Qi and her child fled to Dusseldorf

‘The idea of the project arose because of the restriction of access to materials when we were
fleeing at the outbreak of war. | didn’t have paint or rice paper, which are hard to find even in
peacetime. If an artist has a passion for art, they can paint with anything: toothpaste, fingers. The
first works of art were made in such conditions, in the conditions of war.’

Interview 27 April 2022, Ukrainian Association of Sinologists
Li Qiang ZF38

Li Qiang

+ LiQiang, 5 April 2022, ink and red stamp. ‘Bucha’

Li Qiang

« LiQiang, 21 March 2022, ink and red stamp. ‘Ukrainians sheltering during a Russian bomb
attack’

Translation Li Qiang, 21 March 2022

1. HEIRAESBEERER, SR=RAEHT=EEE, FIXX,

38190, BEHEFFEHRERER U SESRSEIERSR=2Z BN T H2EE, 8

'FHET ARHEFEZEBARIIERO0% LA LM+, BEIZS RiHERSTT141 255 = AR

. 184ZRTEANL, 1421 1B R KETE, 542 IBHNIEEE, BRES==BRFEMET" AEENERR

"Rt HE6623 B FR. BREEBIRINREDIPREIEMELVATRFEREE, BI32058==1

ESRbIEIBENEENE .

“FCTHF=R"+—H, FEE

The Russian military deployed hypersonic weapons, and Ukrainian civilians sought refuge in

underground air raid shelters in Lviv.

On March 19, the Russian Ministry of Defense announced the first use of the "Dagger" hypersonic
missile to destroy a large underground ammunition depot of the Ukrainian military, assisting the
forces of the "Luhansk People's Republic” in successfully liberating over 90% of the territory. The
Russian military has so far destroyed 1,412 Ukrainian tanks and armored vehicles, 184 unmanned
aerial vehicles, 142 multiple launch rocket systems, 542 canons and mortars. On the same day, the
Ukrainian government declared the evacuation of 6,623 civilians through a "humanitarian
corridor." The United Nations reported that the current Russia-Ukraine conflict has resulted in at
least 847 civilian deaths and over 3.2 million Ukrainian refugees seeking shelter in neighboring
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countries.
March 21, 2022.
lllustrated by Li Qiang

Li Qiang 258

« 'Flight of Ukrainian Refugees’

« After a photograph by Andrea Alexandrova,
« Painted by Li Qiang,

« 27 February 2022, Qingdao’

« Black ink, red stamp

Li Qiang 2555

Bre=tRHt

202252260, BR=5F0RTNE, —RBE5R=XEREEIZILNBELE. 2A258, K&
EAMDAZEMEREIED 12188 Rm=FRATKSE, BFE2S5AERENZRHPIT, 102A%
5. BREEMREMITARHIREERENM0LSR=ARERR, BE4S/NTERLHER=HE
WHESREEE. BREEMBRKEMNNSEEHTATR00053%ET, AT HER=REFIRAEEN
=8,

B&/M: Andrea Alexander

“EC"HZATHEH, FTEETES

Ukrainian Refugees Fleeing

On February 26, 2022, at the Ukraine-Romania border, a Ukrainian refugee is seen escaping the
situation while holding his 4-year-old daughter. On February 25, the United Nations Human Rights
Office announced receiving reports of at least 127 Ukrainian civilian casualties, including 25 deaths
from shelling and airstrikes, with 102 people injured. The UN Refugee Agency estimates that this
conflict has already displaced at least 100,000 Ukrainians, with over 50,000 Ukrainian refugees
seeking shelter in neighboring countries in the past 48 hours. The UN Secretary-General declared
an allocation of 20 million dollars from the emergency fund to provide active humanitarian
assistance to Ukraine.

Photographer: Andrea Alexander

February 27, 2022.

lllustrated by Li Qiang in Qingdao.

Li Qiang

Three years ago, | painted the picture ‘Ukraine Commemorates the 86th Anniversary of the Great
Famine'. Millions of Ukrainians were starved to death. This is a human tragedy caused by the
former Soviet government! We must always remember that the human right to exist is paramount.
On February 24, 2022, Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine, much to the outrage of
peace-loving people around the world. The actions of the Ukrainian people who fought bravely

against the aggressors, and defended their freedom and dreams, inspired and moved me.Victory
must belong to the glorious Ukrainian people! God bless Ukraine!

Li Qiang
 'An elderly Ukrainian man guarding his grandson’s sweet dreams. Painted by Li Qiang on 10
April 2022.
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* Ink on paper.

Li Qiang Z=3§

b. 1963, Qingdao

« Studied in USA, lives in Qingdao

« Qingdao Artists Association

« Executive director of Pen Painting Association



