LegitRuss conference Sofia, 12-14 September 2025
Park Hotel Moskva, Nezabravka Str. 25, Sofia, Bulgaria (F. Joliot-Curie Metro Station, directly connected with Sofia Airport)
Programme: 
Friday 12 September
17:00: Words of welcome by Pål Kolstø (Kyiv Hall)
17:10: Keynote address, Henry Hale, George Washington University, “What Are Appeals to Traditional Morality Doing (and Not Doing) for Putin’s Regime?”
Presentation of conference participants

Dinner at 18:30 at Restaurant Panorama on the hotel’s top floor 
Saturday 13 September
Session 1, panel 1 – 09:00-10:30 (Kyiv Hall)
	The War in Ukraine and Religion.  Chair: Pål Kolstø

	Santeri Kytöneva
	University of Helsinki
	Patriarch Kirill’s Avertive Apocalypticism as Justification of War

	Mikhail Suslov
	LegitRuss, University of Copenhagen
	Theory of War and Theology of Sacrifice in the Russian Orthodox Church

	Andrey Kordochkin
	University of Göttingen
	"It was the will of the Lord": Sacralising the Russo-Ukrainian War

	Discussant: Bojidar Kolov
	
	



Session 1, panel 2 – 09:00-10:30 (Conference Hall 3)
	Ideology and History. Chair: Geir Flikke

	Olga Malinova 
	Independent scholar
	Reassembling the Ideological Metanarrative? A Multimodal Analysis of the Regional Expositions of the Exhibition “Russia” at VDNKh

	Artem Spirin

	University of Tromsø
	The Russian Revolution and Civil War and (De)legitimation of the Putin regime: Actors and Narratives

	Joanna Getka
	University of Warsaw 
	The ‘Historical and Cultural standard’ as an Example of Russian Ideological Violence

	Discussant: Helge Blakkisrud
	
	



Coffee break – 10:30-11:00
Session 2, panel 3 – 11:00-12:30 (Conference Hall 3)
	Legitimation and the War in Ukraine. Chair: Bo Petersson

	Bashir Yakasai 
	Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
	The Implication of the Use of Propaganda and Conspiracy for the Support of War in the Russia-Ukraine War

	Sofia Pastukhova
	Lancaster University
	Legitimation of the Invasion of Ukraine on Russian TV: A Linguistic Analysis

	Matthew Blackburn (& Oleg Zhuravlev)
	NUPI and Scoula Normale Superiore
	Wartime Putinism and Subjective Regime Legitimacy: The Centrality of Crisis Management and Banal Nationalism

	Discussant Pål Kolstø
	
	



Session 2, panel 4 – 11:00-12:30 (Kyiv Hall)
	Politics and Legitimation in Putin’s Russia. Chair: Bojidar Kolov

	Geir Flikke
	University of Oslo
	Extremism is what Regimes Make of It: The Evolution of the Legal Term Extremism in Russian Discourse (2012–2024)

	Henry Hale
	LegitRuss, George Washington University
	The Benefits of Traditional Morality in Authoritarian Elections:  A Factorial Experiment in Russia

	Helge Blakkisrud
	University of Oslo LegitRuss
	Mobilizing the Past: 
School History Textbook Narratives and Political Legitimation Strategies in Putin’s Russia

	Discussant: Andrey Makarychev
	
	



Lunch – 12:30-14:00
Session 3, panel 5 –14:00-15:30 (Conference Hall 3)
	Legitimation and Religion. Chair: Pål Kolstø

	Victoria Legkikh
	Technical University of Munich/ Independent scholar
	Saints of Old Rus and Modern Propaganda

	Renat Bekkin
	University of Helsinki
	The Russian Muftiates and the War in Ukraine: The Theological Aspect

	Bojidar Kolov
	Legitruss University of Oslo
	The Fantasmatic Logics of Traditional Values: A Psychoanalytic Deconstruction of Russian Civilisational Conservatism 

	Discussant: Andrey Kordochkin 
	
	


Session 3, panel 6 – 14:00-15:30 (Kyiv Hall)
	Myths and Legitimation. Chair: Helge Blakkisrud

	Bo Petersson
	Malmö University
	The End of the Collective West? Russian Master Myths and the US Reorientation Regarding the Russo-Ukraine War 

	Oleg Kashirskikh and 
Jeremy Morris
	Julius-Maximilians-Universität and Aarhus University
	The Neoliberal “Regime of Truth” as a Framework for Legitimizing War and Mobilization in Russia

	Ulrich Schmid
	University of St Gallen
	The Evolution of Historical Myths in the Putinist Era

	Discussant: Geir Flikke


	
	



Coffee break – 15:30-16:00
Session 4, panel 7 – 16:00-17:30 (Conference Hall 3)
	Legitimation across Borders. Chair: Bojidar Kolov

	Anton Vatcharadze
	The University of Georgia
	Legitimizing Power Across Borders: Russia’s Cultural and Ideological Footprint in Georgia

	Andrey Makarychev
	LegitRuss, University of Tartu
	Legitimation of War in Russophone Narratives: Juxtaposing the Cases of Ukraine and Estonia

	Discussant: Bo Petersson
	
	



Session 4, panel 8 – 16:00-17:30 (Kyiv Hall)
	Legitimation and Russian Society. Chair: Geir Flikke

	Petia Mankova
	University of Tromsø
	Sport Activities and Traditional Values in Russian Sápmi

	Jules-Sergei Fediunin
	University of Oslo
	Constructing Demographic Anxiety:
The Changing Role of “Traditional Values” in Wartime Russia

	Ekaterina Donskikh
	University of Oslo
	Harmonising Interests: The Commodification of Loyalty and Moral Governance in Russian Youth Politics

	Discussant: Sofia Tipaldou
	
	



DINNER 19:00 at Restaurant MOMA, Solunska Str. 28 (10 minutes walking distance from Serdika Metro Station) 
Sunday 14 September
Session 5, panel 9 – 10:00-12:00 (Kyiv Hall)
	Legitimation, Nationalism and Societal Values. Chair:  Helge Blakkisrud

	Sergei Akopov
	Freie Universität Berlin
	Lonely Fathers, Singing Daughters: Gendered Nationalism in Russian Visual and Musical Narratives after 2022

	Soňa Kehmová 
	National Chengchi University (Taiwan) 
	Putin’s Use of Gendered Rhetoric: The Discourse of Masculinist Nationalism as a Path to Political Legitimacy in Russia

	Sofia Tipaldou 
	Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences
	Illiberal Movements in Authoritarian Regimes: Endurance Tactics of Populist Nativists in Russia 

	Pål Kolstø
	LegitRuss, University of Oslo
	The Russians as the Christian Savior of the World? Russia: The World Congress of Families, and the Export/import of Illiberal Family Values 

	Discussant: Jules-Sergei Fediunin
	
	



 Session 5, panel 10 – 10:00-12:00 (Conference Hall 3)
	Tools of Legitimation. Chair: Bo Petersson

	Sophie Harper & Julius Schulte
	University of St. Gallen
	Down the Rabbit Hole: How LLM Manipulations Transforms Russian Propaganda

	Lukáš Janovič 
(& Jan Holzer)
	Masaryk University
	On the Road to Totalitarianism? Transformations of the Putin Regime's Repressive Tools in Times of War

	Anna Pavlova 
	Central European University
	Social Bots as Tools of Wartime Legitimation: Automated Propaganda and Public Discourse on VKontakte

	Diana Planida
	University of Bologna & Radboud University
	Beyond Exceptionality: Traditional Values and the Global Logic of Authoritarian Legitimation

	Discussant: Olga Malinova
	independent researcher
	



Lunch – 12:00




List of participants: 
1. Andrey Kordochkin – University of Göttingen
📧 kordochkin@hotmail.com
2. Andrey Makarychev – University of Tartu
📧 asmakarychev@gmail.com
3. Anna Pavlova – Central European University
📧 pavlova_anna@alumni.ceu.edu
4. Anton Vatcharadze – The University of Georgia
📧 antonvatcharadze@gmail.com
5. Artem Spirin – University of Tromsø
📧 artem.spirin@uit.no
6. Bashir Yakasai – Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
📧 bashirayakasai@gmail.com
7. Bo Petersson – Malmö University
📧 bo.petersson@mau.se
8. Bojidar Kolov – University of Oslo
📧 bojokolov@gmail.com
9. Diana Planida – University of Bologna & Radboud University
📧 diana.planida@studio.unibo.it
10. Ekaterina Donskikh – University of Oslo
📧 ekaterina.donskikh@ilos.uio.no
11. Geir Flikke – University of Oslo
📧 geir.flikke@ilos.uio.no
12. Helge Blakkisrud – University of Oslo
📧 helge.blakkisrud@ilos.uio.no
13. Henry Hale – George Washington University
📧 hehale5@gmail.com
14. Jeremy Morris   – Aarhus University
📧 <jmorris@cas.au.dk>
15. Joanna Getka – University of Warsaw
📧 j.getka@uw.edu.pl
16. Jules Sergei Fediunin – University of Oslo
📧 j.s.fediunin@ilos.uio.no
17. Julius Schulte – University of St. Gallen
📧 julius.schulte@unisg.ch
18. Lukáš Janovič – Masaryk University
📧 lukas.janovic@mail.muni.cz
19. Matthew Blackburn – NUPI
📧 matthew.blackburn@nupi.no
20. Mikhail Suslov – University of Copenhagen
📧 mikhail.suslov@hum.ku.dk
21. Oleg Kashirskikh – Julius-Maximilians-Universität
📧 kesh3004@gmail.com
22. Olga Malinova –independent scholar
📧 omalinova@mail.ru
23. Pål Kolstø – University of Oslo
📧 pal.kolsto@ilos.uio.no
24. Petia Mankova – University of Tromsø
📧 petia.mankova@uit.no
25. Renat Bekkin – University of Helsinki
📧 renat.bekkin@gmail.com
26. Santeri Kytöneva – University of Helsinki
📧 santeri.kytoneva@helsinki.fi
27. Sergei Akopov – Freie Universität Berlin
📧 sergakopov@gmail.com
28. Sofia Pastukhova – Lancaster University
📧 s.pastukhova@lancaster.ac.uk
29. Sofia Tipaldou – Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences
📧 sofia.tipaldou@panteion.gr
30. Soňa Kehmová – National Chengchi University (Taiwan)
📧 sona.kehmova@gmail.com
31. Sophie Harper – University of St. Gallen
📧 sophie.j.harper@gmail.com
32. Ulrich Schmid – University of St. Gallen
📧 ulrich.schmid@unisg.ch
33. Victoria Legkikh – Technical University of Munich / Independent scholar
📧 vlegkikh@gmx.de
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