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.» Data quality:

 MAPPING THE AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL BLOGOSPHERE *
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Crawling, scraping, visualising Australian political blogs: / Only relevant, salient content is selected by the scraper.
/
i
E Based on growing list of blog feeds ;
I
® Custom-built content scraper ;
e  Distinction between post content and other material :
|
L I
Timeframe: |
|
g Towards a Better Methodology for Mapping and Measuring Blog
® November 2007 to January 2008 — ~250 feeds : Interaction
(for Australian federal election on 24 November 2007) :
The discussion about the influence of Australian peoltical bloggers on wider poltical processes whic
- - I kicked off by Jason's rece=ni po=t= on Tim Blair's move to '|‘:3_.= iy Telzgreph and Chriztian Kem's summany
- Second Stage OngOIng since January 2008 ' :ir:.;?:‘::tl_:::-_a" ;_Fclp::c:lraa"_b |"-_T':: ud_fa ,_:35 Lr;;L;; me 1; r;r.ai:-ccat‘;.t ::-c_r.-'.e ncr-:
I nformation about t;.-:— research were currently engaged in at QUT, in collaboration with cur-ﬁ-'cel-sr-t colleagues
| at the University St Gallen In Switzerland. I'm also attaching a detailed discussion paper which decuments our
L methodological mode! in some more detail - we'd love to get further feedback on this. from feliow resesarchers
2 = Me t h 0 d : jﬂuI":-.:thiuf’si:ijEF_F” a more condenzad verzion of thiz material, pleaze see gur paper for the [SEA
: The main problem with tracking wif = ™¥n the one hand, we've yet
H H ' ,=.|::=-:i3 h ;:. ':;'u,zﬁat:':ac::..:- & I ‘u-:"j:-:" r-: I-:.:E-Irf"c! fica
* Identify blogs, subscribe to RSS feeds : sohers (it do we mean oy o (S@IIENT CONTENT) 7w ansoproprts workn
e  Follow RSS feeds, identify new posts ! Rl b i o U I S O S o
|
e  Scrape entire blog page !
. nterinkage and clusters of interconnection in the Australian blogosphere. [l be the first 1o point out that this
® Isolate salient content — blog post only (plus comments?) ; approach has Emiations (indeed, | did so in my article in First Mondsy last May), but the resulls were
. 1 nonetheless ingfruclive - my crawis on a number of Inenj-:.jf:'enz lmayes gll_:.-.-:—z a relatively stable structure in
® E}(tract post text and |In|(5 / :::u:ra:ua" :ru :lcgca:*::r-:wa[.rna: e:‘rluqqt':r r; ,r-u-*' c._:afl :._.1,:;-.-1 "|ut5 |.?ep1_uju:-a_cmg 51-:"1I _ |r-:
7 theze hubs), and | would =till argue that theze hubs are formed largely on the basis of =hared ideclogy. While this
e  Map topics and link networks /!
’ seems to support general cbeervations from that ressarch
Advantages over previous approached: " .
_ __---» More than links:
E Better data quality: B -
> . / . R .
excluding blog headers / footers / sidebars / ads / blogrolls- Automated and manual analysis of textual content — e.g. using Leximancer:
e  More than links: ~ _ _______- -2 |
capturing content for automatic and manual analysis et ativle "y
) l.l"_?l']d' LUt
® Not retrospective:
1 1 s i ﬂxperfgi‘\'é!g - qu‘”ﬂ.ﬂtule attantion . »
tracking and capturing activity as it happens ' -ty  social policy
. . . . sefipus
® Diachronic, diatopic. — T i "
. . . - Chna  faa subject dawbt : salko
comparing activity across timeframes and blogs-/ blo_g clusters staguies R e | . AN

3. Results *
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clear distinctions in topical focus of specific blogs
moderate clustering tendencies
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links from mainstream online media very rare

New_gealand cagpign elestion

left-leaning blogs more active than right-leaning blogs
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mainstream media blogger-columnists in a separate category
|
|
|
i
|

weekly and seasonal activity variations
activity triggered in part by external events

onclusions

successful proof of concept for our tools

further tweaking of data outputs required

able to provide weekly/monthly pointer to ‘hot’ topics/sites
need to operate for 6-12 months to establish baseline data

can be expanded to tracking activity in other user-led content

creation spaces (Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, ...)
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“%» Diachronic comparisons:
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Analysis of activity per timeframe — e.g. weeks before and after 2007 election:
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