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Foreword

This book continues the students’ debates on corruption from 
Elena Denisova-Schmidt and Elvira Leontyeva ‘Corruption in Eve-
ryday Life, Business and Culture − A Russian Student Perspective’ 
(Bremen: Europäischer Hochschulverlag, 2012).  

Can Russia overcome corruption? This might seem to be a rhetori-
cal question. Students from the Pacific National University in Kha-
barovsk discuss this question, however, and try to find an answer. 
The contributors to this volume – Mark Leontyev, Vera Li-In, Anas-
tasiia Mel’nichenko, Evgenii Nikitenko, Ekaterina Oleinik, Irina 
Ostroukhova, Juliya Samsonova, Liudmila Starygina, Margarita 
Ulyanova, Irina Yun and Svetlana Yatsuk – have different opinions. 
They describe best practices from other countries, provide some 
innovative solutions and attempt to explain the phenomenon of 
corruption in Russia by referring to history, grounding their view-
points in sociological surveys and giving many examples from Rus-
sian literature and daily life.  

This project was made possible by an award received by Dr. Elena 
Denisova-Schmidt (University of St. Gallen, Switzerland) and Pro-
fessor Elvira Leontyeva (Pacific National University, Khabarovsk, 
Russia) from the Ministry of Education and Research of the Russian 
Federation (‘Formirovanie tsennostnykh ustanovok i stereotipov vos-
priiatiia korrupcii u studencheskoi molodezhi’, No 14.B37.21.0267).  

The opinions expressed in these articles are solely those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the volume edi-
tors. All texts were carefully edited by Dr. Svetlana Abramova 
(University of Washington, USA). The illustrations used on the 
book cover were created by the Information and Design Centre of 
Pacific National University.   

                                                                                                         December 2012 

Elena Denisova-Schmidt                                               Elvira Leontyeva 
Switzerland                                                                                                  Russia 
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1 . . . [
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http://www.putin-itogi.ru/putin-i-korruptsiya/ ( :
07.12.2012).

2  Ledeneva A. How Russia really works: the informal practices that shaped 
post-Soviet politics and business. London: Cornell University Press, 2006.
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http://www.transparency.org.ru/indeks-vospriiatiia-korruptcii/ivk-2011 ( -
: 07.12.2012). 
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http://www.s-pravdoy.ru/library2/sit-korrupcia.html ( :
07.12.2012)
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5  Transparency International? [ ].

:
http://www.warandpeace.ru/ru/reports/view/15726/ ( :
07.12.2012)
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9  Buchanan J.M., Tollison R.D., Tullock G. Toward a Theory of Rent-Seeking 
Society. Texas: Texas A&M University Press, 1980. 
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