
,





,

Corruption in 
Everyday Life, Business and Culture 

 A Russian Student Perspective 

Edited by 

Elena Denisova-Schmidt & Elvira Leontyeva  

Europäischer Hochschulverlag 



Published in 2012 by 
Europaeischer Hochschulverlag GmbH & Co KG of 

Fahrenheitstraße 1, 28359 Bremen, Germany 
www.eh-verlag.de 

office@eh-verlag.de 

ISBN/EAN: 978-3-86741-813-3 

All rights reserved. 
No part of this publication may be 

reproduced or transmitted, in any form 
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording or otherwise, or stored in any retrieval 
system of any nature, without the written permission 
of the copyright holder and the publisher, application 

 for which shall be made to the publisher. 



/Introduction 7

 (product placement) 
 9

 13

 -  16

-
 19

 – ,  24

.

 27

 33

? 35

 38

 41

 44

-
48





7

Introduction  

Corruption has a very long tradition in Russia. All state leaders, 
from the Russian Tsars through the Soviet General Secretaries 
to the current Presidents, have been trying to fight corruption. 
So far, they have not had much success: In its 2011 index of 182 
countries, Transparency International ranked Russian corruption 
on a par with Nigeria, Togo, Uganda and other countries at 
143rd place. Many similar rankings have confirmed these find-
ings. Why has this happened? Who or what is responsible for this 
corruption? Is it the Russian leaders, who receive their positions 
though family ties, personal networks or the imitation of fair 
elections? The ordinary Russian citizens, challenged by having to 
differentiate between a ‘present’ and a ‘bribe’? Or the system 
that makes it necessary to give a ‘gift’ to a decision maker to get 
things done?

These and other similar topics were discussed by Dr. Elena 
Denisova-Schmidt, from the University of St. Gallen (Switzer-
land), in her lectures at the Pacific National University in Kha-
barovsk (Russia) in April 2012. This book presents a collection of 
short research papers written by the students from these semi-
nars. The contributors to this volume – Sergey Burov, Varvara 
Konovalova, Aleksey Konstantinov, Vera Li-In, Irina Ostrouk-
hova, Yuliya Pavlyuk, Juliya Samsonova, Margarita Ul’ianova, 
Anna Shlenchak, Irina Yun and Svetlana Yatsuk – are students 
finishing their first academic year in the field of Foreign Area 
Studies. In their professional future, they will represent Russia in 
various roles at domestic and foreign institutions. These articles 
are the first experiences in research for most of them, and 
should be seen in the context of engaged citizens expressing 
positions. The students describe and judge corruption in daily 
and business life in Russia using examples from interviews, mass 
media and literature – including songs. Their positions on such a 
sensitive issue as corruption are especially important, because 
these students will help to define the development of Russia for 
at least the next 30 years.
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http://poiskm.ru/?q=Noize+MC+%D0%9D%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%
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