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Introduction

Popular Fiction:

WA /R

Mme Chao in the Novel Xingshi yinyuan zhuan
MR (R IEERIE) - S BRIl

A Confucianist’s Dystopia

« Xi Zhou sheng FaE & (fl. 1630s/40s) (Scholar of the Western
Zhou) / Late Ming man & world

« Xingshi yinyuan zhuan BEHIRZ & (Marriage Destinies that will
Bring Soctety to its Senses)
« -> Berg, Carnival in China, 2002

« Confucian utopia = restoration of golden past

« Anti-utopia / dystopia = sin is fun to watch

Introduction

« New interpretation of the novel Xingshi yinyuan zhuan.

« Previous work highlighted fox demon reincarnated as local elite
wife Xue Sujie BE33H as a shrew (Wu, 2001) and Mme Chao 5%
A as Great Mother archetype (Berg, 2002).



« Fox demon personifies the tensions of merchant class merging
with literati elite, leading to inversion of social hierarchies, clash of
old and new norms & values (Berg, 2002).

* New Framework: Woman as “Alien Kind", “Other” within anti-
utopia:

« Utopia and anti-utopia as a new lens for this analysis on two
levels:

» An uneducated and illiterate old woman as an alternative social

model to the male literati elite, within a grotesque dystopia, a
"nightmare" of social and moral decay;

» An otherworldly “Immortal”, moral and religious alternative to
status quo.

6 Argument

« Mme Chao's journey from an uneducated but virtuous widow to
an immortal —

« Not just a utopian ideal within dystopia

« She personifies an “alien” on several levels—

« An "extra-ordinary” woman surpasses the male elite and

« A “supra-ordinary” super-human who transcends the mortal
realm

 She offers a new social, moral and religious model for salvation.

7 Mme Chao
 Provincial elite widow
« — a new moral, social and religious model
« Embodies syncretic Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist ideals
« The only character in the novel to be granted apotheosis

CONCEPTS
9 Alterity

10 Framing Madame Chao as “Other”
« Female, alternative gender to ruling elite, alternative literacy
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 Proposes new moral, social model

« After literati elite has been seen to fail

« Otherworldly

» Immortal, lives longer than humans, ascends to Heaven
« Religious solution for political problems

« Utopian / Anti-utopian: sketch of alternative worlds and satirical

mirror images of the world
« Relation to perceived human world

The Gendered Other
« Madame Chao destabilises Confucian widowhood & gender roles
« — reformer & goddess
« Embodies critique of incompetent literati patriarchy
 Gayatri Spivak: subaltern voice—
* ‘speaks’ yet mediated by (most likely) male novelist's narrative
voice
« Homi Bhabha: Mme Chao inhabits his "In-between space” (“Third
Space”) (The Location of Culture, 2004).
« Foucault: Heterotopia "different space” ("Of Other Spaces”, 1967)

Liminal/hybrid “in-between” spaces —Homi Bhabha

The “In-Between Space” Mme Chao occupies

« Between mortal and divine: She shifts from human widow to
immortal saviour.

« Between orthodoxy and critique: She inhabits Confucian ideals
but also exposes their limitations in a corrupt, patriarchal
society.

« Between genders: As a widow, she is confined to a female role
within the household; as a deity and reformer, she assumes
authority and agency usually reserved for men.

« Between traditions: Her representation blends Confucian ethics,
Daoist transcendence, and Buddhist compassion — a hybrid
religious identity.

The Alien: Liminal & Supernatural
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«  Mme Chao transcends human realm — Goddess of Mount Yi
« Victor Turner: liminality — widow — reformer — goddess
* Neither wife nor nun, Confucian exemplar nor Buddhist saint

Alienness & Utopian/Anti-Utopian Imagination
« Late Ming apocalyptic anxieties — need for ‘alien savior’, an
"Other” alternative to literati

 Confucian elite fail = redemption from supernatural female
“Other”

« Utopian inversion: goddess as reformer when men fail to act
« Anti-utopian warning: only divine “Other” can save corrupt world

Utopia & Anti-Utopia

Chinese Utopia
« Wutuobang SE#RB
« Lixiangguo B8 [E
« Utopia has long indigenous tradition in China
« = pre-imperial times
« Spring and Autumn era, 770-476 BC
« Warring States era, 475-221 BC
« Fig: lllustration for the first 1516 edition of More's Utopia.

China’s Utopia: Locus Classicus

Tao Yuanming F&IHBA (365-427)
'‘Record of the Peach Blossom Spring’
(‘Tao hua yuan ji' BKkTEIRIC):

no corrupt officials!

Dong Yue MR (1620-1686)

« Scholar and novelist, wrote in 1642:

“Dreams are what the rich and noble, living in prosperity, and
those in times of harmony, do not desire.

They are what the poor and humble, and those in chaos, pray for
and seek.



If the rich dream of poverty, they lose wealth and nobility.
If the prosperous dream of hardship, they lose their prosperity.
If the peaceful dream of chaos, they lose peace.
But the poor and those in chaos should dream.”
(Cf. Berg, Carnival in China, p. 51)

26 The Novel:

Xingshi yinyuan zhuan
EEHIRE(E
(Marriage Destinies that will Bring Society to its Senses)

27 IMER (EEIHIRAKE) - SEERL
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28 RERA : EMERBMEM
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HEBEXRMEA,
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REE, RER,
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IEER. ERMHBHMNEBRAANIESER SBARKPRESH
—EEBAY, BREEFEENSEBRE.

Dating
« Set in mid-Ming, but world described is:
« Ca. 1628-1644

Author

* Xi Zhou sheng = pseudonym (‘Scholar of the Western Zhou
dynasty')

* Nostalgia for antiquity’'s golden age

* Vision of a utopian society

* Possibly a provincial scholar in 17th century Ming/Qing transition

The Novel's World
« Two sides:
« Utopian paradise = rural idyll
» Dystopian urban culture = decadence & extravagance

Plot Structure

100 chapters, dual plot: Chao & Di families

« Themes: karma, satire, decline

« Family saga

« Chao family — Chao Yuan: anti-hero, reincarnated as Di family
 Di family — Di Xichen: the fool

« Xue family — Xue Sujie: rebellious woman

Utopia

» Chapters 23/24: rural idyll

* Unspoiled by urban culture, decadence, vices,
* No corrupt officials

Dystopia

« The other 98 chapters: grotesque satire, moral inversion
« Dialectic of ideal vs. dystopia

 Families linked by reincarnation and karma
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« Punishments and rewards often grotesquely disproportionate
 Flood destroys all evil in society

(hERIRO B F )

Carnival in China (2002)

- ERETEZRHAFBEHN/NG (BEEHEHIEGE) |

- ER—HMEAMRBIENER

- ZFEASZUEH/NRY, FEUNARREFLESHEETLEE,
- FEEERE T —EBHMREELE

- FERBBERNGR, BiELPBEEXIE. FEAMER,
o ZHREHATE SR A M B R EEIEEG,

CHREREMMRER, LRT/IREEE. FEBBILIERR
R, URRABE. SBENREHARFMNEE,

A THIRELME HBETRKEMEH,

SRR, FR. B2MENSUR. REHFE. BEE. BEARA
BB REES EEMAE

- BEERMEEAR, HEAFTETHITHILHTRKER, MR

HRE
ERER REPHMER ERIXXARMNTE. HifF. TE
. BEEEZ,

R, ShARRRLRRET —EFNAE, ATUMEAXER
PR BARO AR

Place

Ming China: set in Shandong

Zhangqiu County, Ming Dynasty
Shandong, 1793

Market town, Shandong, 19th Century
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Sacred Mount Tai

Mt Yi Goddess XL

« After ascension to immortality Mme Chao becomes the Mother
Goddess (niangniang 1848) of Mount Yi IELU (Yi Shan)

« Zou county #B¥E (Z6u Chéng) in southern Shandong,
« famous for Qin Shihuangdi’s (r. 221-210 BC) visit in 220 BC. [Shiji,
6.242.]
« Mme Chao presides over a site of historic importance for state
religion.
* Like mother goddess of Mount Tai, whose cult includes imperial

dimension, supporting the ruler and the state (see (baojuan
‘precious scrolls’)

« -> Mme Chao, too, builds on imperial prestige and power.

Temporary assignment of Mme Chao to Mount Yi as regent
deity of Mount Ni (Ni Shan L)

« in Qufu, birth-place of Confucius,

« emphasises her association with the Confucian tradition.

« Mme Chao turns into a cult figure on both elite and popular

levels. Magistrates and literati offer libations after her ascension
to heaven.

« The commoners of her native Wucheng erect a shrine in her
memory & make a pilgrimage to Mount Yi to pay homage and
pray to the mother goddess.

Female Parallels 2T 1T

+ Cult of Wusheng Laomu (Eternal Mother)
« Tan Yangzi: visionary widow (1580s)

« Qin Liangyu: warrior widow

* Ms Wang (Tan Yangzi’'s niece)

» Courtesans, e.g. Xue Susu

« Three Ye Sisters

« Tu Yaose & Shen Tiansun
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e But — Mme Chao is illiterate, not “talented”

RM{EMRFEER

EBAZFIEXTHERMERE ST,

KR —EB L FEFHREES,

ETAEIE, MEZHEE XU T8M)] IKRTFHE, 2—E@2H
REMIREE

B EIZME TN 8]

i th IR A B AR ERAE

B THBRN, REREAFEVLERRFARERETMEM,
BEZE  THFEMEBENSEER

Popular Religion &

The Eternal Venerable Mother

« Wusheng laomu 4 ZH
* All people are her children
« Equality of the sexes

« In 16t century
« created as a NEW archetypal mother goddess
» = Mother of both Xiwang mu and Guanyin

« White Lotus sect creation myth

« Ming BA (1368-1644) /Qing ;& (1644-1911) era:
« Women as fighters and leaders

ERE : KRR EXE

«ERE, KPEMRIS74E, 2M@IIA,

- ih—BHR BRI KR —EBHFETH,

E1600FE BB FEEH A IREL, HULERKE,

- B KR R — it AN LE, LMELBERENE R,
XREHZE, FERELZFERTR,
MmelERHENEEERE, BA—LEEMESHEMH,
- MM ESRENESHESESTE,
BHE1620FEFM1630F MR Ed M, HIURMMNHAE,

2 Qin Lidngyu
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T 1643, EATRKXBRLERKESGT ULXHEBIEIR,
- WEBEFHER, WREMTETEIEMERLBALR,
- EREFEHE, EMNEIREEMMAXK—FESFEIIFHE EHEi
EREEEERRE,
- HERA16035F, EHMERE,
HELED, REHABTEAEIMEMEE L, SRTURAN,
- AR ERERIESH Féng Ménglong (1574-1646) thEBEEH
NEMREZR, UBHHMAMEE,

2 Ms Wang: Tanyangzi's Niece

65  IEBFRORX : FRMFRRS X

- 1580FEBEHMBR, RTLEBHAREEHMUEEN, BER
REINEBF TRX

- AR RES T REMXEMTR,

- WER B SR —GIRIBTEMNEIG, EEEE. FEMEHEEE,

- Tt THRX) 281, WETRERA, EFIAE. R ELEZFRR
, RBEABRR. EAXASTH,

c AMERAXAMMRERRETR, KREXN—UEMEREZH
A,

72 EEREMA

T« BRzkx thlgEsh,
EHEARE], thEl2KHI1580F11610FM, REAMARK. FA
. BRMEBA,
- AR TBARNKXKER] 2—,

2 Xue Susu

73 ERENFLMBEAN
1 BRFEERNUXABEYS, EERFLVERZMNARMEFSE, i

« BAFEE HU Yinglin (1551-1602)
- AERIEBRFREEAEFEN EESFEREMFRFMRAZRIIY

==
Ho
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« RIR1E Yuan Biodé (d. 1604)

- Bl B AR A, BEAREBUS LML,

- BN ZERIEFERER, ML T ADBERRR,

« ZHZ Li Rihua (1565-1635)

AEFPREhFEZERMEREEK FE -ERBNEREMERX,

- BA S XU Jing,

- AEFEREMEHENEE, RBEHEZZIR.

-EEEFMRKAMEHSE Dong Qichang (1555-1636) 0 &34
Qian Qianyi (1582-1664) |,

B AMEEAERRWENF, SHEMESHENAMERS
TE o

Xu Susu’s Admirers & Lovers—she as “Male Scholar” surpasses

them all

Other Female Immortals

Three Ye sisters

PR : LRBVEHHERA

- ZE/IVE (1616-1632)

- WhiE/NREE, BEE HhBTH HAREFHEREF

o BB 5 3R Bt B R B SR AAT

- AR E EL R (Yé Shaoyuan) FIDEEI AR,

c KENREZMO T ERFTERFERFERNEFE, BhEBHNBESE
SABEBH,

Ye Xiaoluan: The Prodigy Poet Created by Her Father

R lx— ¥ iR EE R

Girl Poets — Banished Immortals
o DEEFAFENEEMIHIREMS (1610-1632)
- MMERRELAN IEHRERMILZ]

Tu Long’s Daughters Tu Yaose & Shen Tiansun

« Tu Yaose JR¥E® & Shen Tiansun i Xk



84

85

86

88

89

« Daughter and daughter-in-law, respectively, of the scholar-
official Tu Long (BF&, 1543-1605).

« They were celebrated in their time as "talented women" (caini ¥

%), known for their poetic skill, deep friendship, and tragic early
deaths.

R

Conclusion

« Madame Chao as alterity embodied:

— Gendered Other: Extra-ordinary, transcends her gender roles

— Supernatural Alien: Different and supra-ordinary non-human,
transcends human boundaries

— Utopian Outsider: Morally super-human, transcends all humans
and becomes a utopian model in an anti-utopian world

Qil Ying {3 (1449-1552), "Peach Blossom Spring”

« Mme Chao reflects late Ming anxieties & search for salvation

A figure of both (Confucian conservative) critique and moral
renewal, not subversive

Shitao (1642-1707) “Taoyuantu”

Shitao: Peach Blossom Paradise

Not a Nowhere, nor an Otherworld

The viewer is right there — in the midst of the Peach Blossom
Utopia

Utopian figure of Mme Chao = Critique of contemporary
conditions

Criticism of Absolutism & Confucianism: merely conservative,
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cleanse corruption in bureaucracy,
A sketch on how to solve challenges looming on horizon of late
Ming

DR
AR M ¥R 2t -
BREE



