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Abstract: During the 1990s, informal trade — or sverc - was wide-
spread in the former Yugoslav rump state. The following article
conceptualizes the mechanisms behind the establishment of infor-
mal markets in light of ‘legal failure’ in Novi Pazar, Serbia, where
informality produced an alternative, transnational connotation
of belonging, leading to a ‘competition between law and social
norms’. Trading thus served the purpose of a safety net that gener-
ated new and renewed social ties with the diaspora in Turkey, and
the Turkish state writ large.
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Introduction

“The only diaspora that Bosnian Muslims had, was in Turkey...there,
they could turn to a well-organized diaspora. The modern Bosnian diaspo-
ra was created during the wars of the 1990’s, but other than that, they looked
to the pre-existing diaspora that was created almost 80, 100, 120 years earlier
when family members had moved to Turkey...” #00:19:50-7# (interview with
Jusuf July 2014, Sarajevo)

Terminology surrounding informality, informal practices, or trad-
ing informally is negatively afflicted. Policy makers, for instance, perceive of
informality as practices that transpire in the shadows and therefore in viola-
tion of good governance. Informal practices are, seen from this perspective,
immoral, and associated with “legal failure” in need of remedy.> Denis J. Gil-
ligan, too, considers legal failure in his analysis of disrespect for the rule of
law in post-communist Europe, though importantly, conceptualizes the con-
text surrounding the existence of informal practices in two ways. First, social
norms, according to Gilligan, influence legal failure when society views laws
as existing outside their purview and/or benefit. When laws appear to disre-
gard social needs, in other words, their value is undermined. Laws governing
in the name of the greater good of society within the Yugoslav rump state did
not only exist outside the purview of society during the 1990s, they were dam-
aging for the social fabric, as well as trust in governing structures. In the midst
of the war years that were dominated by inflation and sanctions, Belgrade had
forged connections to the criminal netherworld to the extent that one was un-
able to discern the central government from the omnipresent illicit machina-
tions in the rump state.’ As such, the central government lost its legitimacy

2 Denis]J. Galligan, “Legal Failure: Law and Social Norms in Post-Communist Europe”, Law
and Informal Practices: The Post-Communist Experience, ed. Denis J. Galligan, Marina
Kurkchiyan, (Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2003).

3 See, for instance, Misha Glenny, McMafia - Seriously Organized Crime, (London: Vintage,
2009), 48; Marko Hajdinjak, Smuggling in Southeast Europe — The Yugoslav Wars and
the Development of Regional Criminal Networks in the Balkans, (Center for the Study
of Democracy, 2002), 41; R.T. Naylor, Patriots and Profiteers, On Economic Warfare,
Embargo Busting and State Sponsored Crime, (Toronto: McClelland & Steward Inc., 1999),
360; Jedinica - Film o Crvenim beretkama ili kako je ubijen Djindji¢ 1 - 3, N.P. Vreme &
B92, accessed 9 March 2018 at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-UO7lm_5S4; Peter
Andreas, “Criminalized Legacies of War: The Clandestine Political Economy of the Western
Balkans”, Problems of Post-Communism 3/2004, 7; Andrew Feinstein, The Shadow World
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and necessary integrity in the view of the local population to uphold the rule
of law. While this is arguably the case for the general population of the former
rump state, this paper considers the implications regarding the loss of trust
and legitimacy in governing structures among the Bosniak / Bosnian minori-
ty in Novi Pazar, Southern Serbia — also referred to as the Sandzak region - to
analyze Gilligan’s second point: “competition between law and social norms”.*

International sanctions and distrust toward the central government af-
flicted all citizens of the rump state. However, the Muslim minority in South-
ern Serbia experienced an additional layer of severe insecurity as a territory of
‘special attention’ under surveillance by the “Territorial Defense Unit’ (para-
military organization) and the Yugoslav National Army.> Amidst these diffi-
cult circumstances, the Muslim minority initiated trade relations with the di-
aspora in Turkey thus turning the town of Novi Pazar into an important hub
of goods that were unavailable elsewhere. As a result, the local population was
able to shield itself from the mounting social and political pressure. To be sure,
citizens in all of the rump state, as well as the local population in Novi Pazar,
conducted trade with neighboring states, including Bulgaria, Romania, and
Hungary. Sverc, or informal, small-scale trade was therefore common, and
practiced in most of the rump-state as previously illustrated by Rory Archer
and Krisztina Récz in “Sverc and the Sinobus: Small-scale smuggling in Vo-
jvodina”, for instance.® In this important contribution, Archer and Racz ex-
plore local experiences about illicit trade practices and small-scale smuggling,
or sverc, on the Vojvodinian-Hungarian and Vojvodinian-Romanian borders,
thereby illustrating the truly large scale of informal practices during the war
years. The practice of sverc, however, produced an alternative, transnational
connotation of belonging for the local population of Novi Pazar- one in which

- Inside the Global Arms Trade, (New York: Farrar, Stratus and Giroux, 2011), 5, 69, 418;
Katherine C. Sredl, Clifford J. Schultz, RuZica Bre¢i¢, “The Arizona Market: A Marketing
Systems Perspective on Pre- and Post War Developments in Bosnia, with Implications
for Sustainable Peace and Prosperity”, Journal of Macromarketing 7/2017; Mirko Tepavac,
»Ja¢i od Drzave”, Glasilo gradjanskog samooslobodjanja — Republika Protiv stihije straha,
mrznje i nasilja, 1 — 31 October 2006, accessed 26 April 2018 at http://www.republika.
c0.rs/390-391/03.html; Aleksandar KneZevi¢, Vojislav Tufegdzi¢, Kriminal koji je izmenio
Srbiju, (Beograd: B92, 1995).

4 Galligan, “Legal Failure: Law and Social Norms in Post-Communist Europe”, 5.

5  Christian Axboe Nielsen, “The State Security Service of the Republic of Serbia and Its
Interaction with Ministries of Internal Affairs in Serb-Controlled Entities, 1990-1995”,
Research Report Prepared for the Case of Stani$i¢ and Simatovi¢ (IT-03-69) (2016): 280.

6  Rory Archer, Krisztina Racz, “Sverc and the Sinobus: Small-Scale Smuggling in Vojvodina”,
Subverting Borders, (New York: Springer, 2012).
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Bosniaks invigorated communal bonds with Turkey by way of trade relations.
Trading was therefore not simply a means to an economic end, but served the
purpose of a safety net that forged new and renewed social ties with the dias-
pora in Turkey, and the Turkish state writ large.

Turkish involvement in the Western Balkans received much atten-
tion since Ahmet Davutoglu devised the ‘“Zero Problems with Neighbors’ doc-
trine.” According to Davutoglu, formerly the minister for foreign affairs and
member of the Justice and Development Party (AKP), Turkey was prone to
assume greater geopolitical responsibilities in world affairs, in part due to its
history and geographic location. The Balkans, too, fall into the former cate-
gory owing to the Western Balkan inclusion in the former Ottoman Empire,
especially since the Yugoslav Succession Wars during the 1990s. Since then,
a number of Turkish state-sponsored and non-state actors finance a variety
of projects in the Western Balkans, including the Cooperation and Coordina-
tion Agency (TIKA),® the presidency for religious affairs called Diyanet,” and
the Yunus Emre language institute.'® Bahar Baser, Erdi Oztiirk, Samim Ak-
goniil, and Kerem Otkem examined these cultural and political institutions
and the encroaching authoritarian tendencies under the AKP presidency of
Recep Tayyip Erdogan'' and its support of cultural and educational institu-
tions in the region extensively.!? Simon P. Watmough and Oztiirk examined
the Gulen Movement as a ‘transnational network’ that utilizes diaspora com-
munities to strengthen its ‘parapolitical organization’.”” These authors provide
readers with much-needed and critical insight regarding not only the trans-

7 Ahmet Davutoglu, “Turkey’s Foreign Policy Vision: An Assessment of 2007”, Insight
Turkey 1/2008.

8  See Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA), https://www.tika.gov.tr/en.

9  See Presidency of the Republic of Turkey/Presidency of Religious Affairs, https://www.
diyanet.gov.tr

10  See Yunus Emre Enstitusu, https://turkce.yee.org.tr

11  Bahar Baser, Ahmet Erdi Oztiirk, Authoritarian Politics in Turkey: Elections, Resistance
and the AKP, (London, New York: I.B. Tauris, 2017.

12 See Ahmet Erdi Oztiirk, “Turkey’s Diyanet under AKP Rule: From Protector to Imposer of
State Ideology?”, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies 4/2016, 619-635; Ahmet Erdi
Oztiirk, Samim Akgoniil, “Turkey-Forced Marriage or Marriage of Convenience with the
Western Balkans”, The Western Balkans in the World: Linkages and Relations with Non-
western Countries, ed. Florian Bieber, Nikolaos Tzifakis, (New York: Routledge, 2020);
Kerem Oktem, “Global Diyanet and Multiple Networks: Turkey’s New Presence in the
Balkans”, Journal of Muslims in Europe 1/2012, 27-58.

13 See Gulen Movement, http://www.gulenmovement.com; Simon P. Watmough, Ahmet
Erdi Oztiirk, “From ‘Diaspora by Design’ to Transnational Political Exile: The Giilen
Movement in Transition”, Politics, Religion & Ideology 1/2018, 33-52.
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formation of the Turkish state under the AKP but also a fundamental under-
standing about how the AKP utilizes diaspora communities to proliferate its
geopolitical relevance after the Wars of Yugoslav Succession.

Before the Yugoslav Wars of Succession, the constituting trans-nation-
al connections between émigrés and local Bosniaks, meanwhile, fell on fertile
ground in Turkey. Turkish citizens, much like Bosniaks and / or Muslim Slavs
in the Balkans, mined “through the remnants of their past in order to find clues
to help them understand or control the present,” according to Esra Ozyiirek.!*
Turgut Ozal, Turkey’s prime minister from 1983 to 1989 and acting president
of Turkey between 1989 and 1993, was instrumental regarding this shift from
Turkish isolationism during the Cold War to one of expansion thereafter. In his
tenure as prime minister and acting president, Ozal sanctioned the reinterpre-
tation of Kemalism. Former president Ozal thus not only invited the govern-
ment to reconsider the past but also allowed for a public discourse about and
reconciliation with the history of the former Ottoman Empire. Turkish repo-
sitioning within the geopolitical context based on its past coincided squarely
with the Yugoslav Succession Wars. As such, SFRY, the rump-state, and sub-
sequently Serbia is not, to frame it in Nina Glick-Schiller’s words, a “histor-
ically discrete sovereign state” but is connected to the greater post-Ottoman
realm by way of shared “experiences, norms and values...[that are] embedded
in social, economic and political processes, networks, movements and insti-
tutions that exist both within and across state borders”."®

The Western Balkans are a fertile ground to examine the movement
of people, borders, and goods across time and space so as to learn about the
social, cultural, and political effects of diaspora practices. Sandzak epitomiz-
es this transitory and border characteristic of the Balkan region. As such, this
paper provides an outlook on migration as it spans questions of identification,
informal trade practices, memory, and social space and investigates how these
phenomena come together in times of precarity. By looking closely at smug-
gling and other informal practices without prejudice and without being judg-

14  Esra Ozyurek, The Politics of Public Memory in Turkey: Modern Intellectual & Political
History of the Middle East, (New York: Syracuse University Press, 2007), 2; See also:
Joshua W. Walker, Shadows of Empire: How Post-imperial Successor States Shape
Memories, (Princeton: Princeton University, 2012), https://dataspace.princeton.edu/
jspui/handle/88435/dsp01v405s9415

15 Nina Glick-Schiller, “A Global Perspective on Transnational Migration: Theorizing
Migration without Methodological Nationalism”, Diaspora and Transnational-ism-
Concepts, Theories and Methods, ed. R. Baubock, T. Faist, (Amsterdam: Amsterdam
University Press, 2010), 110-111.
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mental, I hope to contribute a better understanding about the mechanisms
behind the establishment of informal markets. Building on Rogers Brubaker
and Joseph Rouse, I conceptualize diaspora and migrant experiences as a cat-
egory of practice.'®

Methodological Considerations and Structure

To learn about informal market practices and how individuals expe-
rienced the early 1990s, I approached my research as a “student-child appren-
tice”, to situate it in Michael H. Agar’s words, and sought to create a frame to
build on, and integrate the knowledge of group members."” As such, I relied
on fieldwork to better understand, and tease out overlapping, conflicting, and
subsidiary narratives about informality, and the proximity among locals to the
diaspora in Turkey. As a routine, I spent much of my time meeting with peo-
ple informally prior to setting up semi-structured interviews. In total, this pa-
per is based on semi-structured interviews with 31 individuals I had met and
talked to repeatedly over the course of the project.'® In Novi Pazar, I observed
daily activities, engaged in informal and casual conversations, and continued
to interview a range of residents who were involved in, and/or remembered the
informal market trade between 1991 and 1995. Upon arriving in Novi Pazar
in 2012, I first took up residence in an informal ‘student dorm’ that was locat-
ed in a private residence. I subsequently returned to Novi Pazar in November
2013, April 2014, April 2015, June 2015, August 2015, and November 2015.
In May 2014, traveled to Istanbul to speak with merchants in the Kapaligars:
(Grand Bazar), and met with interlocutors in Sarajevo in June 2015 and Jan-
uary 2016. To triangulate ethnographic data, I administered questionnaires
n=500. In May and June 2017, I resided in Belgrade to view the daily Vecernje
Novosti (evening news) newspaper series that was published between 1991 and
1995 at the National Library.

In what follows, I will provide a historical sketch in which to situate
narratives of empire, and how individuals frame and utilize this memory to
connect with the diaspora in Turkey. Next, I will illustrate how the Muslim mi-

16  Rogers Brubaker, ,,Ethnicity without Groups”, European Journal of Sociology 2/2002, 163-
189; Rogers Brubaker, “The ‘Diaspora’ Diaspora”, Ethnic and Racial Studies 1/2005; Rogers
Brubaker, Frederick Cooper, “Beyond ‘Identity””, Theory and Society 1/2000, 1-47; Joseph
Rouse, ,,Two Concepts of Practices”, The Practice Turn in Contemporary Theory, ed. R.T.
Schatzki, K. Knorr Cetina, E. Von Savigny, (London: Routledge, 2001), 190-198; Joseph
Rouse, Practice Theory. Division 1 Faculty Publications 43/2007.

17 Michael H. Agar, The Professional Stranger, (London: Emerald, 2008), 242-243.

18  All the identities and names of the interviewed partners are anonymized.
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nority lost its trust in the disappearing state, that is the central regime in Bel-
grade, an effect that was further escalated by the internationally imposed sanc-
tions. To overcome the socio-economic difficulties, Bosniaks invigorated and
/ or renewed their ties to the diaspora in Turkey, which illustrates the context
in which the “competition between law and social norms” came to fruition.

Narrating the Loss of Empire: The Making of Diaspora Connections

“I don’t consider the official history, only what Bosniaks tell each other
unofficially, the memory of Bosniaks. And there is so much that happened here
during the 20th century... I mean, this is not a long historical period. When you
look at it from the perspective of historical time, then, I guess, it is somehow
short. But so much happened here, and nearly every family has relatives who
moved from the Sandzak (region) to Turkey. I am talking about the Sandzak
region now, but this happened to all Bosniaks in Southeastern Europe. All this
also happened in Bosnia, in Macedonia... since 1912 when the Balkan Wars
started, since the Ottoman Empire left this region. When the Turks stopped
to govern this region, many of the Islamized peoples here (islamizirani nar-
od) found themselves within new borders. A lot of them... they had a really
hard time to adjust. They were like fish on land... One people (jedan narod)
were suddenly supposed to divide into four, five new states” #00:03:20-0# (in-
terview with Mirijam June 2015, greater Sandzak region).

Mirijam, a middle-aged woman I was first introduced to by a com-
mon acquaintance, sits in her yard in the presence of her daughter and a friend.
Since this first meeting in 2014, Mirijam had provided me with her own, as
well as collected oral histories, and reading materials related to the migration
of Muslim Slavs to interior Ottoman lands during the turn of the century. In-
terviewees such as Mirijam, similar to Jusuf above, often invoked the memo-
ry of relatives and acquaintances who had left Southeastern Europe at the turn
of the century. It is remarkable here to note how close interviewees seemed to
be to the past as told by elder generations. The redrawing of borders that led
to widespread emigration before and after the collapse of the Ottoman Em-
pire in 1919 is acutely felt and thus transmitted. Perhaps as a result, individ-
uals in Novi Pazar consider the Muslim Slav diaspora as the original “pre-ex-
isting diaspora”, as stated by Jusuf.

Though individuals had left the Balkans since the Austro-Hungarian
occupation of Bosnia, the outmigration of Muslim Slavs to interior Ottoman
lands and subsequently Turkey transpired in three waves. During the first pe-
riod in 1876 / 1878, individuals left due to a combination of factors, namely the
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introduction of compulsory military duty on the side of the Habsburgs. Aus-
tria-Hungary subordinated formerly autonomous properties, including vakifs
(religious endowments), to the imperial bureaucracy and abolished the timar-
iot (‘feudal’ Ottoman land laws). Austria-Hungary finally transmogrified the
Bosnian system from a subsistence into a monetary economy, which impov-
erished previously landowning beys. The largest wave of Muslims left South-
eastern Europe following WWIL" Though Turkey and Yugoslavia had by now
signed the Turkish-Yugoslav convention in 1938 and arranged further popu-
lation exchanges in the form of the so-called Gentlemen’s Agreement in 1953,
Edvin Pezo states that it was Turkey’s open-door policy that facilitated emigra-
tion from Yugoslavia and immigration to Turkey, respectively. Turkey’s Set-
tlement Law 2510, according to Pezo, was especially instrumental regarding
this open-door policy, seeing that this law facilitated the emigration of Mus-
lim Slavs to Turkey, provided they spoke Turkish or else ascribed to republi-
can values. Muslim Slavs, Torbesi, and Pomaks were particularly welcome in
Turkey as these groups were thought to assimilate to Turkish values and norms
with ease.” Vladan Jovanovi¢ adds another reason for the large-scale emigra-
tion to Turkey, namely that of an information campaign by which authori-
ties promised ‘rich prospects’ upon moving to Turkey.?' Though documenta-
ry proof of the Gentleman’s Agreement is missing,** academics generally agree
that Muslim Slavs were ‘free’ to leave Yugoslavia upon giving up their citizen-
ship.” The agreement further allowed for, or rather stipulated, that Muslim
Slavs could leave for reasons of family reunification in the Turkish republic.
With the outbreak of the Yugoslav Succession Wars, Bosniaks again
migrated and fled Southeastern Europe. Relying on a report from 1994, Kemal
Kirisci states that 20,000 Bosniak refugees settled in Turkey, some of whom
moved in with relatives in Istanbul.** The greatest number, however, settled into
the prefabricated housing for the Bulgarian refugee wave of 1989 that was pro-

19 Edvin Pezo, ,Komparativna analiza jugoslovensko-turske Konvencije iz 1938. i
‘dzentelmenskog sporazuma’ iz 1953. Pregovori oko iseljavanja muslimana iz Jugo-slavije,”
Tokovi Istorije 2/2012, 116.; See also Safet. BandZovi¢, Iseljavanje Bosnjaka u Tursku,
(Sarajevo, Institut za istrazivanje zlo¢ina protiv ¢ovje¢nosti Imedjunarodnog prava, 2006).

20 Ibid, 115.

21  Vladan Jovanovi¢, “Land Reform and Serbian Colonization: Belgrade’s Problems in Interwar
Kosovo and Macedonia”, East Central Europe 1/2015, 90.

22 Pezo, ,Komparativna analiza jugoslovensko-turske Konvencije iz 1938. i ‘dZentelmenskog
sporazuma’ iz 1953. Pregovori oko iseljavanja muslimana iz Jugoslavije,”, 117.

23 Ibid.

24  Kemal Kirisci, “Post Second World War Immigration from Balkan Countries to Turkey”,
New Perspectives on Turkey 12/1995, 71, and footnote no. 20.
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vided by the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC). A mix of gov-
ernment and non-governmental authorities, including hospitals and schools,
the Anatolian Development Foundation, and private citizens provided these
refugees with aid in the form of schooling, care for injured Bosniak soldiers,
and vocational training.” Asem, an interlocutor I was first introduced to in
2012, was not among those who had left Novi Pazar during the 1990s, and gave
the following answer when asked about his decision to stay in Southern Serbia:

“On my mom’s side, they came to Novi Pazar sometime in the 1890s....
My mom’s side is Albanian, and they came to live here before 1900. My grand-
pa on my mom’s side was a tailor. He ran his own cooperative. He had three
brothers, and they all lived together under one roof. After the great war, some-
time in 1922, or 1923 - that is when people from here started to move to Tur-
key - two brothers of his also left. My grandfather stayed here. Those two
that left were sent to Izmir where the Turks had driven out the Greek popu-
lation, by the island there. When the generation of the 1950s started to emi-
grate, they went to Pendik by Istanbul. And, ahm, somehow, as is the case in
any war, I know for example how it was in this war, during the bombing, I
also stayed here. My older brother and my younger sister both left for Turkey,
they couldn’t live like this. You can’t persuade people, or explain, why they
should stay or leave. Nobody knows how they react in such a situation, to this
fear, somehow.... Look, I told you about my son. Before he was born, I didn’t
think that I would experience his birth as something that would make me this
happy. When he was here, I was happy. But I didn’t know what it would feel
like before he came. This is the same principle. Just the opposite. Bombing.
At that time, I had three children, my oldest son was eight, my daughter was
four, and then there was the baby. Now, when I consider the whole situation
with some logic, I would tell myself to leave. But then, you couldn’t get me
out of here. No chance. My older sister also stayed, but my older brother, and
my younger sister, they both went to Turkey. We have a house there in Tur-
key, by the sea. So, they left. They were there during the bombardment. They
left in April and returned by September. I went after the bombardment end-
ed. I went there to recuperate for a month, and after that we all came back to-
gether. Those are strange times, when you experience such things. So, there
is no clear answer to your question about why I stayed. It just happens. There
are no big conclusions here. You just don’t plan for these things, never. And,
I can imagine these people back then.... When someone is forced to leave...
there was misery, poverty, there was not one particular reason. Just fear for

25 1Ibid, 72.
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one’s life. You could basically disappear overnight. The next day, there would
be rumors about how they shot you, as in, this guy disappeared, that guy dis-
appeared.... And people weren’t even supposed to ask what had happened to
whom. And the rumors about what exactly happened just keep spreading be-
cause people couldn’t talk about it openly out of fear about their disappear-
ing, too.... Think about it, Sandra, what if I told someone that I am selling my
house, or anything else, and I leave, and you can be sure that there are thieves
around, and people purposefully scare you away because your house is right
downtown, because they want your house.... And because of this, you have
nowhere else to go when some official doesn’t hand you out the documents
that allow you to leave the country. So, he stays where he is. We can’t under-
stand their motives from this distance. Look, it’s still the same, we, as a coun-
try in general, we don’t have a defined direction. What we want to do, who we
are, what is it that we actually want!? If we at least knew what we do not want,
what we no longer are.... This would actually open a path toward the future. If
we were able to say, this is right, and this is wrong, to admit it was a crime that
some person was liquidated 70 years ago. I didn’t read these things in a book; I
learned these things by listening to my family members. This means there was
someone who’s name was ¢etnik (znaci, tu je bio neko ko se zvao cetnik), and
don’t ask me if a soldier is responsible for his own actions or not. This some-
one killed my grandfather. And now, I am supposed to have a sort of approach
to this as if it never happened. But it is all connected” #00:14:08-5# (interview
with Asem, November 2015, greater Sandzak region).

This quote is, to be sure, exceedingly long. Yet, it was imperative to keep
this answer together for two specific reasons. First, Asem corroborates many
of the narrative strands that recurred in casual conversations and semi-struc-
tured interviews with other interlocutors. These include the significance of
heritage sites, and loss of property, autonomy, and safety— or rather the lack
thereof — among Muslim Slavs in Southern Serbia following the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire, and again during the 1990s. Second, and connected, is the
fact that Asem illustrates the extent to which interviewees collapse the time-
space continuum to understand their current sociopolitical situation. Nearly
all interviewees oscillated between past and present narratives during casual
conversations and semi-structured interviews — Asem articulated this aspect
most clearly. Instead of handing me a simple answer as to why he chose to stay
in Novi Pazar during the 1990s war years, he lunged into a historic explana-
tion that he couched into previous decisions his family members made in the
past. His narrative is a clear and chronological continuity to a non-sequen-
tial past. Upon my inquiry about his decision to stay, he clearly displayed af-
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finity toward the social condition as experienced by family members who left
the Sandzak at the turn of the century. The extent to which interviewees string
narrated atrocities together with auto-biographical experiences of the 1990s is
striking. Cognitive connections with the émigré community - based on mem-
ory transmission within the family unit — form a bedrock for the continuity
of social relations among Bosniaks for two reasons. First, connecting with the
émigré community served the purpose of “symbolic or normative anchor-
ing” by which interlocutors superseded their loss to the Yugoslav communi-
ty.? Second, family relations with the émigré Bosniak community in Turkey
assumed the character of a collective diaspora experience with which locals
identify, even in the absence of strong personal relations to émigrés in Turkey.
Besides confirming wariness with officially sanctioned historiographies,
both Asem and Mirijam tap into a significant narrative during our conversa-
tions, namely the common supposition that all Bosniaks lived as one under the
Ottoman Empire. Following the logic of this recurring conjecture among in-
terlocutors, Bosniaks constitute a diaspora — one community that was forced
to espouse monarchic and subsequent supranational and national values to fit
into newly created states following the Balkan Wars. It is difficult to overstate
this last argument. Local Bosniaks learned about the seemingly recurring past
from individuals who narrated the breakup of an empire by way of violent ex-
pulsion, state-led misappropriation of property, and fear on the basis of their
belonging to an ostracized religious group. This recurring experience of the
past, however, connects locals not only with their history but also with the en-
tire Bosniak diaspora that was subject to comparable developments. Locals in
Novi Pazar are, according to this logic, not subject to Serbia but belong to this
very diaspora that was left scattered around Southeastern Europe and Turkey
following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, and again during the 1990s.

Informal Practices as Solidarity Chains

ME: How did this market work?

SALEH: I usually went to the market with my parents. My younger
sister also came with us, and the both of us were there, in these huge crowds...
there were always huge crowds of people. A lot of people came from all over
Serbia. Thousands. Especially every Tuesday and Sunday, those were the of-
ficial market days.

26  Elizabeth Shove, Mika Pantzar, Matthew Watson, The Dynamics of Social Practice: Everyday
Life and How it Changes, (Los Angeles: Sage, 2012), 75.

237



CURRENTS OF HISTORY 3/2022 227-251

ME: How did your family get the goods here, and how did you grow
the business?

SALEH: My father had a great idea, he bought his own minivan, to im-
port things from Turkey with it. There was a lot of money in that business. He
transported things from Turkey for certain people (za odredjene ljude) from
Novi Pazar. There was a lot of money in that business.... After some time, he
bought another van, then he bought a trailer, and his business grew gradually.
He transported more and more things, and went to Turkey more often, twice
a week even. Later... he later sold the vans, bought a big lorry, and continued
to do business with Turkey. I went with him a few times, and he brought this
jeans material, and other things, but mostly textile, because people bought
this material from Turkey either to produce goods, or to peddle them whole-
sale. There were big profits in that business... I mean huge. It was all normal,
and it kind of went on like this for quite some time. My father bought anoth-
er truck, and even expanded his business. Then he bought another truck, and
on and on until we had kind of a small freight company. All of that fascinated
me” #00:15:29-7# (interview with Saleh, June 2015, greater Sandzak region).

Throughout the first half of the 1990s, Novi Pazar experienced an
economic boom for two reasons. First, Novi Pazar’s state sponsored industry
and biggest employer, the Tekstilni Kombinat Raska (Raska Textile Factory,
TKS), collapsed due to the economic downturn and subsequent war in SFRY.
Second, in order to safeguard their continued income, Bosniaks traveled be-
tween Turkey and Novi Pazar and utilized diaspora family connections to ac-
quire material and fabrics for the production of jeans and other apparel with
which they set up makeshift clothing factories in their homes, often hidden
from officials. As a result, locals who had been employed by the TKS put their
skills to use in the informal production of (counterfeited) clothing. Locals also
sold food items, coffee, and cigarettes on the Novi Pazar market, also known
as buvljak, to other Yugoslavs who traveled to the city in search of commodi-
ties that were in short supply and/or altogether inexistent elsewhere. The twin
processes of existing transnational relations with the local and diaspora com-
munity in Turkey, together with the internationally imposed sanctions, creat-
ed a new class of successful traders in Novi Pazar. At the same time, employ-
ment and goods were difficult to come by in other areas of Serbia. Both Serbs
and Bosniaks initially profited from this trade. James Lyon noted that “over-
night, a new class of wealthy - both Serb and Bosniak- entrepreneurs sprang
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up, although many Serbs remained in low-paying state sector jobs.” In Novi
Pazar, factories produced up to 30,000 pairs of counterfeit jeans a day that in-
cluded brands such as Levi’s, Diesel, and Replay.” Because of low wages and
the relative ease of tax evasion, the cost of textile production dropped consid-
erably. Residents of Sandzak thus started to capitalize on these advantages to
set up textile, shoe, and leather manufacturing companies. Because of the gen-
eral chaos of the war years, however, no reliable figures exist that could illus-
trate the exact revenue and production output. Be that as it may, analysts and
scholars figure that “several hundred thousand pairs of jeans” and other ap-
parel items were produced in the region while annual revenues were “between
$50 and $100million.”” Sandzak, specifically Novi Pazar, attracted thousands
of individuals that sought to work in the sprouting textile industry with its up
to 500 factories by the end of the 1990s, according to Lyon.* Belgrade, too,
capitalized on these relations by sending ‘tax collectors’ - commonly referred
to as racketeers among the local population - to Novi Pazar.

The TKS is to some extent emblematic for the town of Novi Pazar,
where the factory is located. Once a regional giant for the production of tex-
tiles, the factory collapsed in the 1980s. Since its establishment in 1956, the
Kombinat was a major source of employment up until the economic reces-
sion of the 1980s when the company gradually let go of its employees. How-
ever, it is instructive to remember here that the Yugoslav system did not allow
for laid-off employees. This was particularly the case during the international
sanctions and subsequent NATO bombings of Serbia. Factories, for instance,
were responsible for the social welfare of their employees as opposed to the
state.”® As a result, companies seldom let their workforce go officially, because
doing so incurred higher costs on manufacturing plants. This was also the case
for the TKS in 1992, when the factory failed to formally discontinue the con-
tract of its workforce. Instead of laying their workers off, the TKS forced its
employees to take an open-ended, unpaid leave of absence.”> “All these peo-

27  James Lyon, “Serbia’s Sandzak under MiloSevi¢: Identity, Nationalism and Survival”,
Human Rights Review 9/2008, 71-92.

28 Denisa Kostovicova, “Fake Levis, Real Threat”, Balkan Reconstruction Report 8/2003.

29 Lyon, ,Serbia’s Sandzak under Milosevi¢: Identity, Nationalism and Survival”, 85.

30 Ibid.

31 Topana Kpcruh, Boxxo CrojanoBuh, Ananusa gopmantoe u nedpopmantoz mpucucma paoa
y Cpbuju, y npunosu 3a jasHy pacnpasy o uHCrumyuuoHanHum pegopmama y Cpouju,
(Beorpap: ILlenTap 3a m1bepamHo-feMOKpaTcke cryauje), 31-33.

32 Ana Dzoki¢, Marc Neelen, Emil Jurcan, Sta je u Pazaru zajednicko/What Pazar Has in
Common(s)?, (Novi Sad: Daniel Print, 2012), 14-15.
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ple were suddenly unemployed,” Asem recalls. “But doing so burdened em-
ployees especially after the war, because the people of Novi Pazar momentarily
utilized their craftsmanship instead of waiting for handouts from the state.”*

One afternoon in May 2012, Asem picked me up in a sleek vehicle that
suggested affluence, and steered his automobile to a location of his choosing
for our first semi-structured interview. We drove up and into the hills that sur-
round Novi Pazar and came to a stop in front of a charming vikendica (holiday
home). His family inherited this cottage as well as the plot of land on which
the small house stands. Once in the yard that surrounded the chalet, Asem
made sure to exhibit the roses that nearly covered the entire yard. He point-
ed toward a bunch of plastic jars, filled with what appeared to be water, mixed
with those same roses. Before returning to his recollection of the 1990s, Asem
offered me a glass of the syrupy drink. “The Ottomans introduced this bever-
age to the Balkans,” then he explained:

“Now... why did the government do such things that led me to believe
that they do not want me here. Why was there such a mess here, and why did
they make us feel as though we are second-class citizens in this country. And
so, slowly, after being out of work for three, five years... there is no work, there
is no work, I start to have problems. I can’t cover my elementary needs for
survival. I don’t have a job, so, I have to steal, or do any sort of work that can
sustain me. I no longer feel the government provides me with opportunities.
Then, what happens, our people, during the 1990s, because our factories here
collapsed, lost their jobs. Those were big systems that employed up to 5000 peo-
ple back then. They all lost their jobs because the system failed. First, the sys-
tem decays in such places as this one, smaller places, before collapsing in Bel-
grade. Up there, the government gives, gives, gives, gives, until it is no longer
able to give a thing. They seized to support us immediately, and the collapse
was instant. Then what happened, our people had to find work. These people
were only skilled in the textile and furniture manufacturing business, to work
in those state-owned factories” #00:21:43-8# (interview with Asem, May 2012,
greater Sandzak region).

Asem describes the deteriorating economic situation as it was felt
across the entire former SFRY. By 1989, the hyperinflation rate was 1,256 per-
cent annually.”* To curb the inflationary rate, Ante Markovi¢ — then Prime
Minister of Yugoslavia- initiated a fiscal stabilization plan led by the Inter-

33 Asem, interviewed in the SandZak region by Sandra King-Savic in 2012.
34  Robert Bideleux, Ian Jeffries, The Balkans: APost-communist History, (New York: Routledge,
2007), 196.
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national Monetary Fund (IMF) that prompted a six-month pay freeze, which
culminated in the introduction of a new currency. In Serbia, the inflation kept
soaring. By 1992, the annual inflation rate stood at 9,237percent and rose to
“a quite literally astronomical 116.5 to the power of 10 to the power of 12 per-
cent in 1993.”% Vesna Pe$i¢, a sociologist, politician, and human rights activ-
ist, stated this hyperinflation resulted from the Milosevi¢ era initiated narodn-
jacke revolucije (populist revolution).*® According to Pesi¢, the gross domestic
product fell by 20 percent during the four consecutive years since 1990 and
up to 1993. The same was true, she states, for the hyperinflation in the Yugo-
slav rump state that is considered the longest in history.?” As a result of the so-
cioeconomic and political crisis, Yugoslavs turned to what Susan Woodward
called the established modus vivendi in communist regimes: “cultural identi-
ties, alternative social networks, and organizations that are already present in
society.”® Bosniaks in Novi Pazar, such as it was, turned to their relatives in
Turkey, as explained by Asem:

“Now... our people (nasi ljudi) had to do business privately. There was
no capital investment with which we could have started this business. We (i)
could not expect anything from the state, and the state was disappearing. There
was this... war, sanctions, all that... all that was happening, and our people went
to their relatives in Turkey, those who had migrated there. They were fortu-
nate, because they had gained some economic strength. Turkey strengthened
economically sometime between 1985 and the 1990s, which is why our peo-
ple were able to help us. It was based on personal family ties. They did not give
us money to feed ourselves, they gave us sewing machines. They said: here is a
machine and some jeans fabric, I will give you some machines, go and sell the
product somewhere. And so, after about five months, we paid off the materi-
al that we got, and bought some more.... Our people were forced to do this...
And this is how we established hundreds of these small family owned busi-
nesses here. These businesses were usually located in family homes and were
made up of two workers per one machine - usually the father and the mother,
both of whom had learned how to do this job in the Kombinat - they had these
skills and the know-how for this work. They just had no money to buy the ma-
chines, and this is how we created these small factories in Novi Pazar. Then,

35 Ibid., 249.

36  Vesna Pesi¢, Divlje drustvo-kako smo stigli dovde, (Beograd: Pes¢anik, 2012).

37 1Ibid,, 373.

38 Susan L. Woodward, Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution after the Cold War,
(Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 1995), 125.
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the children grew up slowly, and they also worked on these machines, and the
production went on in this way. When Serbia was under sanctions, Novi Pazar
experienced a boom. It saved us, this rescue from our relatives in Turkey, this
initial help, which then turned into a business. This was not a gift. Thanks to
that, we, as Muslims (mi, kao muslimani), withstood the economic situation
here” #00:27:42-5# (interview with Asem, May 2012, greater Sandzak region).

Other interviewees confirmed Asem’s recollection of the crushing eco-
nomic situation in Serbia during the 1990s. For instance, Leijla’s daughter ex-
plained that locals had no choice but to help themselves:

“And then, you know, the textile and shoe factory closed. That’s when
people became self-employed, and started to work in their houses, bought ma-
chines, and sewed jeans. We all tried our best, as best as we could, to do some-
thing, some... anything...workshops, shoes... and you just work, get some more
textile from Turkey, bring it here, buy some more machines, open a business....
do you understand? Sell (prodajes) your wares here, in Novi Pazar. There are
so many who did just that... so many” #00:30:30-4# (interview with Leijla and
her two daughters and grandson, April 2014, greater Sandzak region).

Like Asem, the above interlocutor identifies the intersection between
existing knowledge, namely, the work at the Kombinat and the possibility of
procuring goods in Turkey. Locals turned to Turkey due to the deteriorating
socioeconomic condition in Serbia and made use of their existing skills they
had acquired locally. Trading, however, would have been unavailing if not im-
possible without material aid coming from Turkey. These material goods were,
however, not simply a means to quench the local population’s thirst for cof-
fee or desire for a new pair of jeans. Instead, one must understand these goods
as a “shared event of practice”; marketable goods became “enacted objects.”
Traders did not simply distribute goods from Turkey in Novi Pazar; they also
“re-transfer(red] cultural customs” across the border.* Traders were thus sa-
lient social agents that not only fulfilled material but also emotive needs peo-
ple cherished. Traders assumed, in other words, affective functions that indi-
viduals replicated locally.

It is important to iterate the assumption among the local population,
that Belgrade was not considered reliable in terms of aid when the stagflation

39 John Law, After Method- Mess in Social Science Research, (New York: Routledge, 2010),
56.

40 Thomas Faist, “Diaspora and Transnationalism: What Kind of Dance Partners?”, Diaspora
and Transnationalism— Concepts, Theories and Methods, ed. Rainer Baubock, Thomas Faist,
(Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2010), 11.
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hit hardest. Asem said it perhaps most poignantly as he explained that South-
ern Serbia, and the Muslim minority in particular, could not expect anything
from the state. Not only was ‘the state” disappearing, as stated by Asem and
other interlocutors, the internationally imposed sanctions further escalated the
dire economic situation. As a result, Bosniaks invigorated and / or renewed
their ties to the diaspora in Turkey to overcome the economic slump. It is in
this context in which the “competition between law and social norms” comes
to bear fruit, because trade relations were more than simple business exchang-
es.*! As such, the Yugoslav Succession Wars provided ample reason to disas-
sociate socio-politically from Serbia proper within and of itself. Yet, the cen-
tralized regime in Belgrade further undermined its credibility by cooperating
with criminal agents, which fostered the loss of trust and legitimacy in govern-
ing structures among the Bosniak / Bosnian minority in Novi Pazar, Southern
Serbia, and exacerbated legal failure in due process.

Trust in Social Norms and Legal Failure

“This (market) was good for the state, the regime, and Milogevi¢. They
literally robbed the state, plundered it. And they were under sanctions, do you
understand? This means all of the official business conducted here was sverc.
The government was under sanctions, and Novi Pazar was some sort of a door
through which to bring in goods... ehm... illegally... by doing sverc. What I
mean to say is this, they all smuggled. Do you understand? Half of Novi Pazar
was a flea market (buvljak) back then. This means the market started here, and
reached all the way up to the municipal building, and back down toward the
Rasgka river. I am telling you, about 70 percent of all the people from Novi Pazar
worked on this market back then. Whoever was able to do anything ended up
working on the market. Those who did not travel to Turkey told others who
did what to buy for them, for instance coftee, or anything, you know. Then,
you go there, buy a bag, take it to the market, measure the quantity in kilos,
and sell it to customers on the market. The government tolerated this. And
what did they do, they came here from time to time, when Slobo (Slobodan
Milo$evi¢) decided to send his goons, to collect their so-called taxes, they lit-
erally racketeered. This was no ordinary tax, they racketeered the market, the
workshops. They also seized goods, took it from us. They would come here,
and just kind of size up some-one’s company based on the size and the work-
ers there, and come up with some mystery number the owners would have to

41  Galligan, “Legal Failure: Law and Social Norms in Post-Communist Europe”, 5.
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pay, say 200,000 Deutschmarks, 300,000 Deutschmarks... and that’s how he
sent them two or three times per year. That was lucrative for the state, not the
state, of course, but for Slobo and his people who lined their pockets, do you
understand? But it was also good for our people here. Do you understand?
If we had to pay taxes here, had to payinsurance for the workers, to register
them and so on, that would have been really very expensive. But this way, the
earnings were bigger. There could be for instance 200 workers who worked in
a workshop, but registered were only two. People saved money by not paying
social contributions for employees. Life was great here, it was a great life here
in Novi Pazar back then” #00:15:56-5# (interview with Senad, August 2015,
greater Sandzak region).

Senad states the trade “was only good for Novi Pazar, not so much
for the rest of the Sandzak region.” Recalling that nearly all Bosniak and/or
Muslim families have kin in Turkey, one is left wondering about this appar-
ent asymmetry. One possible answer might be the geographical location that
favored the flourishing of this market — Novi Pazar was (is) better accessible
compared to the rest of the other five municipalities on the Serbian side of
the Sandzak region.*> The Kombinat, too, was in Novi Pazar, as was the exist-
ing market infrastructure. Therefore, Novi Pazar primarily served as a trading
hub, while functioning as a centralizing force for the unity of Bosniaks in Ser-
bia. Novi Pazar, in other words, constituted an economic powerhouse much
as the town preserved the narrated unanimity of the Sandzak region. External
threats, including the war and subsequent mass killings and displacement in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as nationalistic posturing in the region, con-
tributed to a rallying around the flag reaction. Bosniaks, in other words, grav-
itated toward Novi Pazar for economic, and symbolic reasons.

A conversation at the local NGO contextualizes the aforementioned
findings further. The local NGO is a meeting place where like-minded people
gather to talk about job opportunities, the government, and upcoming pro-
jects. An array of people frequented the locale during my time in the field,
most of whom had opinions about the government, the market, and Turkey
they cared to share. One attendee explained upon my inquiry as to how one
goes about when seeking to smuggle goods:

“To put it in the simplest, and most logical way possible, we had a leg
up on everybody else in Serbia because we could call our relatives in Istanbul
or in the other cities. Perhaps they themselves had nothing to offer, but they

42 Fieldwork 2012; see also Serbia’s Sandzak Still Forgotten, The International Crisis Group
(2005), www.files.ethz.ch/.
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could ask around (da se raspitaju) for good prices for windowpanes, textiles...
anything, anything we could sell. This is why the government let us do our thing
here- they needed us (mi smo njima bili potrebni)” (Field notes, August 2015).

It is interesting to note the specific commodity this interlocutor men-
tions: windowpanes. Considering that Serbian citizens bought windowpanes on
the market in Novi Pazar, one can reaffirm a segment of the population ben-
efited during the sanction years. Purchasing windowpanes is useless, in other
words, unless one builds or renovates a house. While this observation seems
tangential, one ought to recall the segment of the population in Serbia that lost
their savings, jobs, and livelihood at the time. Building and renovating hous-
es stands in stark contrast to the former. At any rate, this field note further re-
lates that locals in Novi Pazar served as middlemen, able to provide potential
merchants with initial contacts and access to merchandise before traveling to
Turkey to obtain goods.

It is significant that Senad insinuates that Slobo — as he used to call Slo-
bodan Milosevi¢ during our interviews and casual conversations — was a crim-
inal who racketeered the state for financial gain. Judging from the data collect-
ed in the field, this distrust is rooted in the 1990s and the connection between
the criminal netherworld and the Milo$evi¢ regime. Once during an informal
conversation, Senad even declared the Milo$evi¢ regime as criminal instead of
nationalist, and often used the word magla (fog) to describe the regime’s tac-
tics of duping Serbian citizens into believing in external threats, fifth columns,
and other perils that might menace the Serbian people. Locals knew this and,
perhaps as a result, emphasized trading with the émigré Bosniak communi-
ty in Turkey as a symbolic anchor, as opposed to highlighting their forced co-
operation with a “criminal regime”. Trust in social norms, or the connection
to the diaspora in Turkey, far exceeded trust in laws provided by the govern-
ment. Because Belgrade used informal channels to penetrate the sanctions, po-
litical actors cultivated transnational trade relations so long as the state ben-
efited from the sanctions-busting businesses. Belgrade not only approved of
but fostered small-scale Sverc to penetrate the internationally imposed trade
sanctions on Serbia during the first half of the 1990s. Perhaps Mom¢ilo Gruba¢
said it best when he explained the Serbian regime accepted criminal activities
as a source of state stability.” Belgrade was thus initially unwilling to disman-
tle informal trade practices for the sake of state stability and proved unable to

43 Momcdilo Grubad, ,,Organizovani kriminal u Srbiji”, Zbornik radova Pravnog fakulteta u
Splitu 4/2009, 702.
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quash informal trade practices thereafter, which severely hurt its ability to im-
plement and enforce the rule of law.

Summary

Among the most inveterate unintended consequences is the sense of
distrust that permeates all levels of society in Serbia, including Novi Pazar.
Because the Belgrade regime relied on smuggling activities and criminal net-
works during the 1990s, locals no longer trust the sociopolitical and econom-
ic process in Serbia. Distrust of governing institutions cuts across ethnic and
theistic boundaries, undermining Belgrade’s credibility in legal terms, and re-
sulting in legal failure.

According to popular belief in Novi Pazar, Serbia, there are 3 — 4 mil-
lion Bosniaks who live in Turkey. Conventional wisdom there holds that it is
this very community of émigrés in Turkey that provided Sandzak Bosniaks
with the necessary tools to run and upkeep the textile production that, in part,
sustained the informal market during the international communities’ econom-
ic sanctions on Serbia between 1992 and 1995. ‘Without the diaspora,” I heard
time and again, ‘we would not have made it.’ This narrative, I contend, pro-
vided locals with anticipatory properties. Because Serbia is not a ‘historically
discrete sovereign state’, by reconnecting with the Bosniak émigré communi-
ty in Turkey locals reconceptualized their associative space as post-Ottoman
and Turkish, respectively. As such, material encounters shaped social relations
that forged a sense of community between local and émigré Bosniaks in Tur-
key. These connections ought to be understood as meaningful transnational
solidarity chains. As such, networks between the local and diaspora commu-
nity provided Bosniaks in Novi Pazar with social norms by which they were
able to circumvent the unreliable, or, according to interlocutors, “criminal re-
gime in Belgrade”
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Pesume
Canppa Kunr-Casnh

KOHUEIITYAJIMSALIVIJA HE©OOPMAJIHVX ITPAKCU KAO
JIAHAIIA COJIMOAPHOCTU - JUJACIIOPA CTYIIA HA CHEHY

Arncrpakt: Toxom 1990-ux HeopMaIHa TProBuHa — WIN MIBEPL] —
6uIa je MPOKO PacIpoCTparbeHa y 6UBIIIO] (KPHb0]) jYTOCTOBEHCKO]
apxasu. OBaj 4IaHaK KOHIIENITyaan3yje MeXaHu3Me Koju CToje 13a
yCIocTaB/barba HeOpMaTHIUX TPXKUIITA Y CBETIY ,,Kpaxa IIpaBHOT
cucreMa“ y Hoom Ilasapy, y Cpbuju, rie je HedopMamHOCT Ipous-
BeJIa a/ITEPHATVBHY, TPAHCHALMOHA/IHY KOHOTALIMjy IPUIaJHOCTH,
IITO je JOBENIO A0 ,HaIMeTarba u3Melh)y 3akoHa 11 APYLUITBEHUX HOP-
mu‘. Tako je TProBMHa MOCITY)XM/Ia Ka0 CUTYPHOCHA MpeXka Koja je
reHepycana HoBe I OOHOB/beHe IPYLITBEHE Bese ca AMjacIiopoM y
Typckoj 1 TypcKoM Ip>KaBOM Y LeIVHNA.

Kibyune peun: Hepopmaste mpakce, Aujacmopa, cehase, npunagasme,
TpaHCHAI[MOHAIHe IIpaKce, COMMAapHOCT, Typcka, Hosu Ilasap,
Cpb6buja, neBenecere

Meby Henonpas/bUBUM HeXe/beHNM MOCIeUIlaMa ToMIHMpa ocehaj
HeroBepema Koju IpoXK1Ma cBe HuBoe pyiTsa y Cpouju, ykpyayjyhn u Hosu
ITasap. ITomro ce beorpan Tokom 1990-ux ocnamao Ha MIBepLEPCKE aKTUBHO-
CTU ¥ KPMMUHAJIHE MpPeXKe, TIOKaTHO CTAHOBHUIITBO BJIle HEMA [T0Bepemba y
IPYLITBEHO-IIOMUTIYKeE 1 €KOHOMCKe Ipouece y Cpbuju. Hemosepemwe y nH-
CTUTYLIMje BJIACTM IIpeJIasyl IIPeKO eTHUYKIUX ¥ BEPCKUX TPaHNIIa, HofpuBajyhn
KpegubunureT Beorpana y mpaBHOM CMICTTY 1 pe3y/nTypajyhu Koarcom mpas-
Hor nopertka. IIpema BepoBamy Hapoga y Hosowm Ilasapy, y Typckoj xusu 3-4
mwmoHa bommaka. [Tpeosrabyjyhe je Mubeme na je ynmpaso Ta eMurpaHt-
cka 3ajegHnia y Typckoj o6esbenua canjaukuM bormanyuma HeonxoaHe
MalllHe 3a Boheme 1 OpraHn3alnjy TeKCTIIHe IPON3BOIbE, KOja je memn-
MUYHO I OffpKaBaja He(hOPMaTHO TP>KMIITEe TOKOM eKOHOMCKUX CaHKI[Uja
mebynapopne 3ajennure npema Cp6uju y nepuony 1992-1995. ,,bes gujacro-
pe He 6MCMO ycIen ™, MOIJIO Ce CT/THO YyTu. MoKeMo II0y3/1aHO TBPANUTH fia
je OBaj HapaTMB 3a TOKA/THO CTAHOBHUIITBO MMao aHTUIIMpajyha cBojcTBa.
[Tomro Cpbuja Huje ,,UICTOPUjCKM AUCKPETHA CyBepeHa AprKaBa“, IOHOBHUM
HOBe3MBambeM ca OOIIBbAYKOM eMUTPAHTCKOM 3ajefHNLIOM Y Typckoj Memrra-
HI Cy IOHOBO KOHIENTYa/I1M30Ba/IM CBOj aCOL[MjaTUBHY IIPOCTOP Kao IOCTO-
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TOMaHCKY, OJHOCHO TypcKu. Kao TakBM, MaTepujanHy cycpeTyt 06/1mKoBam
Cy OpYLITBEHe OfHOCE KOju Cy cTBapany ocehaj sajennumrsa nsmely mokan-
HMX ¥ eMUrpaHTcKux bommaka y Typckoj. OBe Bese TpeOa CXBaTUTH Kao BaXK-
He TPaHCHAIMIOHA/IHe aHIle compapHocTy. TakBe Mpexe usmeby noxanne n
uce/beHNuKe 3ajefHuLie omoryhme cy bommanyma y Hosom ITasapy gpymTse-
He HOpMe IIOMORNy Kojux ¢y Moru fia 3a06uby HemoysgaHu, Wi, IpeMa pe-
4)Ma CarOBOPHMKA, ,,3/I04MHAYKY peXuM y beorpagy*.
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