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The Merchants

DOUBT IS OUR
PRODUCT SINCE IT
IS THE BEST MEANS OF
COMPETING WITH THE
“BODY OF FACT™ THAT
EXISTS IN THE MINDS
OF THE GENERAL
PUBLIC.

(Cook, 2020, 10)

of Doubt

Featuring a new “Important and timely. We ignore this message

USMRCU - oL peril —ELIZABETH KOLBERT, author of
President AL GORE, author . o
sou N DS S The Sixth Extinction
Truth
GREAT! MIND IF
| BORROW Merchants of

THAT?!

How a Handful of Seientists Obscured
the Truth on Issues from

Tobacco Smoke to Climate Change

NAOMI ORESKES
& ERIK M. CONWAY

With a new Postscript by the authors

(Oreskes & Conway, 2011)



Sustainability (Education)?
— "Over my Dead Body"

The Setting: You are an insidious and evil university rector /
program manager / academic developer / colleague who wants to
make sure that lecturers in your higher education institution
definitely never engage in sustainability (education). Which
beliefs / claims about sustainability (education) would you try to
spread and plant in their heads’

The Task: Work in pairs or groups of three and produce
insidious ideas to spread. Note them down. Prioritize them (15

Present them to class and explain why you chose them (15). dention Tool: R |
edtion 100l Reversa

Technique (Michalko, 2006)



Reflection on the Excersise

1. What did we do here!

2. Why did we do it!

3. What can we take away!

4. What counter-narratives do we need?
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Dr. Stefan T. Siegel & Lara Bithler (2023), IWP-HSG

Prebunking through

Continuous Professional
Inoculation
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Project MYTHSE

ldentifying, Understanding, and Challenging
Myths in and about Sustainability Education

Dr. Slefan T. Siegel, IWP-HSG

Background & Relevanca

Relevance: Growing Importance of the hot toples: sustadnability
aducation (e.g., Jones el al., 2010) and educational mylhs (e.q..
Christodoulow, 2014; de Bruyckere et al,, 2020)

Research Gaps: The field and phenomenon of myths in and about
susiainability education (MYTHSE) remain largely unexplored with
multiple research gaps (Miles, 2017) unaddressed (Siegel, ip.)

Object of Research: MYTHSE, ie., a) misconceptions b) about
teaching and leaming phenomena concerning sustainability that are c)
widespread, d) oflen persistent, however a) not backed by research
and (scientific) evidence (Likenfeld et al., 2010; Sinatra & Jacobson,
2018, Siegel, LP.)

Examplas:

» Suslainabibly (education) has nelling to do with me and my subject
area (e.g., refulation by Sterkng, 2012)

= The higher educated people ane, the more they act sustainably (e.q.,
refutations by Berry, 1987; Orr, 1994)

Overall Alms:

Devioping a research agenda (Zawacki-Richter & Anderson, 2014} with
multiple studies for generaling evidence on the field and phenomencn
of MYTHSE

Effectively address MYTHSE by identifying, understanding, and
challenging questionable baliefs using evidence-informed protocols and
fools

Create an SE-Mythology, i e, a collection of MYTHSE and their
refutations (e.g., Lilenfeld et al., 2010)

University of St.Gallen (H3G)

"Science must begin with myths and
with the criticism of myths"
(Popper, 1963, 63)

Identifying, Understanding, and
Challenging (Potential) MYTHSE is
Crucial for an Evidence-informed,
Effective, and Ethically-responsible

Sustainability Education

Studies of the Project MYTHSE

Study 1 Q

= Preragisterad scoping review to map, describe,
and understand the field, identifying key
publications, authors, and miscancaplions.

Study 2 ~)

* Preregistered qualitative interviews with experts
to axplore the concept of MY THSE and
astablish the research strand, including a
podeast for data collection and analysis.

Study 3

= Development of a MYTHSE inventory through
surveys with universily ingiructors 1o assess
psychometric properties and explore
redationships with critical thinking and other
refevant factors.

From Insight to Impact

= Establishing a new strand of research, providing
insights into the landscape of educational myths
in sustainability, and informing evidence-based
practices for educalors, ressarchers, and
policymakers.

= Push the boundaries of theodizing
{sustainabélity) education and expand
educational miyth reseanch,
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Hooked!
Educational Myths Debunked 101

Sustainability Education 101 (SE101) (EMD101)

https://hdz.unisg.ch/de/weiterbildungskurse/evide

https://iwp.unisg.ch/de/dienstleistungen/hochsch
ule/beratungen/sustainability- nzbasiertes-gestalten-von-lehr-
education/selbstlernkurs-sustainability- lernprozessen/educational-myths-debunked-101-

education-101/ emd101-selbstlernkurs/



https://iwp.unisg.ch/de/dienstleistungen/hochschule/beratungen/sustainability-education/selbstlernkurs-sustainability-education-101/
https://iwp.unisg.ch/de/dienstleistungen/hochschule/beratungen/sustainability-education/selbstlernkurs-sustainability-education-101/
https://iwp.unisg.ch/de/dienstleistungen/hochschule/beratungen/sustainability-education/selbstlernkurs-sustainability-education-101/
https://iwp.unisg.ch/de/dienstleistungen/hochschule/beratungen/sustainability-education/selbstlernkurs-sustainability-education-101/
https://hdz.unisg.ch/de/weiterbildungskurse/evidenzbasiertes-gestalten-von-lehr-lernprozessen/educational-myths-debunked-101-emd101-selbstlernkurs/
https://hdz.unisg.ch/de/weiterbildungskurse/evidenzbasiertes-gestalten-von-lehr-lernprozessen/educational-myths-debunked-101-emd101-selbstlernkurs/
https://hdz.unisg.ch/de/weiterbildungskurse/evidenzbasiertes-gestalten-von-lehr-lernprozessen/educational-myths-debunked-101-emd101-selbstlernkurs/
https://hdz.unisg.ch/de/weiterbildungskurse/evidenzbasiertes-gestalten-von-lehr-lernprozessen/educational-myths-debunked-101-emd101-selbstlernkurs/
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