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New beginning at the final nuclear security summit
By Tomas Casas (chinadaily.com.cn)

Updated: 2016-04-01 16:03

On August 2014 a turbine at the Doel 4 nuclear power plant was “intentionally manipulated”, a
sabotage that contributed to half of Belgium's nuclear capacity coming to a standstill. To this
day the case is unresolved even though a jihadi was found working there. The fourth and final
Nuclear Energy Summit in Washington DC aims to mitigate a low likelihood, highly
catastrophic black swan event.

The threat equation that will be addressed is no secret: Threat = Terrorist motivation times
terrorist capabilities minus mitigation efforts. Few will doubt that the two first variables of the
equation are in ascendance. For instance, in terms of motivation, terrorists of yore saw the
fallout of nuclear terror as irreconcilable with their political agenda. In contrast, there are
terrorist groups today that openly wield unconstrained and apocalyptical narratives.

In terms of capabilities the industry is growing post-Fukushima, with new applications being
developed towards a clean energy future. Exciting headlines talk about Bill Gates’ Terra
Power, Jeff Bezos’ General Fusion or Rosatom’s nuclear spacecraft engine enabling a return
trip to Mars. The nuclear innovation boom will in parallel contribute to nuclear knowledge
dissemination and hence also increase the risk of know-how ending in the wrong hands.

Mitigation becomes thus more critical than ever; for all their brutality, the recent terror attacks
in Brussels and Paris would rank as minor incidents compared to a dirty bomb’s radiological
release. A decade ago RAND's Center for Terrorism Risk Management Policy conducted
strategic decision-making games for a nuclear “ground-burst” terror attack on the Port of Long
Beach. Beyond the terrifying loss of life in America, the economic consequences would hurt
nearly every human being on the planet. While the early impact of a dirty nuclear detonation
was estimated at $ 1 trillion - 10 to 20 times 9/11 -these costs would only be a prelude as the
global finance, insurance and trade systems melt away.

The United States usually leads assertive, multilateral, institution-building initiatives, and in
this particular case credit goes to the Obama Administration. The summits have ushered a
framework and culture of nuclear security and tackle complacency, a far cry from the void
existing at the time of 9/11. And yet despite important achievements, at the moment we have
no agreement on nuclear security standards, no shared global databases on incidents, not
even report formats - nuclear security excellence is still elusive. President Xi Jinping meeting
President Barrack Obama in Washington signals that these challenges are at the top of the
global agenda.

The PRC is, after all, betting big on nuclear. As Bill Gates remarked China is the best place to
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pursue next-generation nuclear power. His investee TerraPower will build a reactor prototype
with the China National Nuclear Corporation. China aims to become both exporter and global
leader in clean-energy manufacturing. In the next four years alone two dozen new nuclear
reactors will come online. At the same time the county is already leading in terms of nuclear
security making great strides in areas ranging from new legislation to the physical protection,
control and accounting of nuclear material.

Russia was absent from the summit despite its cutting-edge nuclear know-how and arsenal.
Sanctions broke off two decades of productive US-Russia cooperation. China diplomacy is
seen a positive force, reinforcing the narrative that security is best achieved when all big
powers are invested in each other.

While direct threats from state actors are not the summit’s emphasis, North Korea will
certainly be the elephant in the room. Donald Trump’s statement this week that he is open to
Japan and South Korea having nuclear weapons brings the issue further to the fore. When
the two presidents meet, further coordination in on the matter will likely be on the table.

The final summit will usher a new beginning with action plans to be developed by specialized
entities such as the International Atomic Energy Agency, INTERPOL and the Global Initiative
to Combat Nuclear Terrorism. How smooth will the transition be away from the limelight
format? The new era will certainly see a new kind of management, and as President Obama
leaves office a torchbearer for global nuclear security safety could well be China. China’s
bridge-building leadership approach complements America’s style and shall be key to keep
black swans at bay.

Tomas Casas is a faculty member at the University of St. Gallen and its Institute for
International Management (HSG-FIM).

The opinions expressed here are those of the writer and don't represent views of China Daily
website.

Comment here or email to us at readers@chinadaily.com.cn 0 have participated

Username   Create an account       Please read our community rules

Password   Login       I forgot my password

Comments posted above represent readers' views only. Login And Post

better? humans?

It's futile for US to
blame China to cover
its own misdeeds

A funny way to fortune

China's role in nuclear
safety shows it's
responsible player

No fear of subprime
crisis but caution is
still the catchword

My vision for a smog-free
China
By eddieturkson
I’ve lived in China for quite a
considerable time including
my graduate school years,
travelled and worked in a few
cities and still choose my
destination taking into
consideration the density of
smog or PM2.5 particulate
matter in the region.

One day on earth: my date
with Teresa Teng
By Chevalerie
One beautiful evening in
Paris, in 1992, I had the
outstanding privilege of
meeting the wonderful
Chinese singer, Mrs. Deng
Lijun (Teresa Teng) at sunset.
She has such a beautiful
voice, and brings tremendous
technique, taste and
intelligence to each of her
love songs.

Why I continue to teach in
China
By MichaelM
I've been in China for almost
four and a half years now,
teaching more than 4,000
classes and nearly as many
students. It’s given me
experiences I'll never forget.

Is it difficult for well-educated women to
find a partner?

Laowais' suggestions to Premier Li

Top 10 domestic news cartoons

Top 10 world news cartoons

Our forumites make their own 2016
calendar

Columnists

Featured Contributors

Star Bloggers

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/member.php?mod=register.php
http://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/plugin.php?id=reply:txt#maintop
http://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/member.php?mod=logging&action=login&viewlostpw=1
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/26/content_24098732.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/19/content_23959703.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-04/01/content_24223868.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/chenweihua.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/28/content_24127281.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/raymond_zhou.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/31/content_24211230.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/31/content_24211230.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/15/content_23870448.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/15/content_23870448.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/10/content_23814051.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/10/content_23814051.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/01/content_23701652.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/01/content_23701652.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/01/content_23701652.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-02/19/content_23559483.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-02/19/content_23559483.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-02/19/content_23559483.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/11/content_23823032.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/03/content_23725256.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-01/04/content_22925710.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-01/04/content_22924557.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2015-12/31/content_22880474.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/columnists.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/commentator.html
http://blog.chinadaily.com.cn/


4/3/16, 5:31 AMNew beginning at the final nuclear security summit - Opinion - Chinadaily.com.cn

Page 3 of 3http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-04/01/content_24234997.htm

Special

2016 Happy Chinese
New Year

Global views on 2016
'Two Sessions'

'New Normal' charts
new growth

| About China Daily  | Advertise on Site  | Contact Us  | Job Offer  | Expat Employment  |
Copyright 1995 - 2016 . All rights reserved. The content (including but not limited to text, photo, multimedia information, etc) published in this site belongs to China Daily Information
Co (CDIC). Without written authorization from CDIC, such content shall not be republished or used in any form. Note: Browsers with 1024*768 or higher resolution are suggested for

this site.

License for publishing multimedia online 0108263              Registration Number: 130349        

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/18/content_23943482.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/node_53005029.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/chinanewnormalgrowth/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/opinion_special.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/18/content_23943482.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/node_53005029.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/chinanewnormalgrowth/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/2011about.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/Advertise_Site.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/Contact_Us.html
http://chinadaily.zhiye.com/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/Expat_Employment.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/2009image_e/permit2010.jpg
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/ad/licence/licence.html
http://www.cnzz.com/stat/website.php?web_id=3089622

