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Introduction: 3 debated shifts related to digital

capitalism
CONTINUITY RUPTURE
(Wood 1990) (Harvey 1989)
NATURE OF EARNINGS Profit Rent

(Morozov 2022 ; Lebayle & Pinsard
2021)

(Durand 2020, Rikap 2020,
Christophers 2022)

SPHERE OF ACTIVITY

Production

Circulation

(Bakioglu 2020)

(Dyer-Witheford & Mularoni 2024
; Pfeiffer 2021)

HOW LABOUR IS
ORGANIZED

Real subsomption

Absence of subsumption

(Schaupp 2022 ; Cole & al 2021)

(Vercellone & Dughera 2019)




Introduction: 3 debated shifts related to digital

capitalism

CONTINUITY
(Wood 1990)

RUPTURE
(Harvey 1989)

NATURE OF EARNINGS

Profit

Rent

(Morozov 2022 ; Lebayle & Pinsard

2021)

—_—

(Durand 2020, Rikap 2020,
Christophers 2022)

-

—_—

SPHERE OF ACTIVITY

,/ Production

7

Circulation

S

(Bakioglu 2020)

(Dyer-Witheford & Mularoni 2024 ;

Pfeiffer 2021)

HOW LABOUR IS
ORGANIZED

Real subsomption

Absence of subsumption

\

(Schaupp 2022 ; Cole & al 2021)

\ (Vercellone & Dughera 2019) ;Z

N

/

VAMPIRE

—

PARASITE



Introduction

VAMPIRE

Accumulation
process

M>C-P-C'>M

PARASITE

How laboris
organized

Real subsumption of
labor

Accumulation
process

M->M

Sphere of activity

Production

How laboris
organized

No subsumption of
labor

Type of capital

Industrial capital

Sphere of activity

Circulation

Type of earnings

Profits OR rent
(guaranteed
extraprofits)

Type of capital

Usury or merchant
capital

Type of earnings

Profits upon
alienation: nor rent
nor productiorél1
profit




Introduction

VAMPIRE

Accumulation
process

M>C-P-C'>M

Capital and parasites are two
extreme forms of capitalist
production relations

How laboris
organized

Real subsumption of
labor

= There are hybrids forms
PARASITE
Accumulation c—->C
process

Sphere of activity

Production

How laboris
organized

NO subsumption of
labor

Type of capital

Industrial capital

Sphere of activity

Circulation

Type of earnings

Profits OR rent
(guaranteed
extraprofits)

Type of capital

Usury or merchant
capital

Type of earnings

Profits upon
alienation: nor rent
nor productior%
profit




Vampires, parasites and 2 hybrids

Possibility of rent for the vampire
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Vampire : le capital investit% Hybride 1 : le capital reste exteme
contenu des processus de travaill a la production d’objets et d’effets
utiles, mais facilite leur circulation
Grande industrie. et contribue ainsi indirectement

a la subsomption réelle du travail
au capital dans la sphére

de la production.

Cap nancier ou col rcial.
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dans la production mais y reste 4 l production d'objets et
externe aux processus de travaj

N\

Subsomption réelle

i . N d’effets utiles et préléve une
Subsomption formelle_ou qui c_onserv_ent (BT GEEGIE part dusurplus de facon stérile.
absence de s ubsomptlon non industriel, et se contente d
directe (EENEERTEL La formule A-A' << apparait dans

toute sa pureté >>

Manufacture, indépendants, arx [1867], 1993, p. 184)

industrie a domicile.

[leABJ} Ne 9SIW €] 8p d}ljepow



Vampires, parasites and 2 hybrids

Possibility of rent for the hybrids
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Multiple forms of capital within digital

capitalism

lieu du travail concret

Sphére de la
production

Sphére de la
circulation

Taylorisme numérique
(vampire)

Subsomption réelle le numérique amdiore le tissu
industriel/productif au sein de
leur sphére d’activité.

Forces distributives (hybride 1)

les plateformes accélérent la
circulation marchande dans les
autres sphéres d’activité.

Manufacture virtuelle

Subsomption formelle ou (hybride 2)
absence de subsomption desoot corithmi
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capitalisme cogniff

Gig economy (parasite)
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The case of Amazon: parasite, vampire and

distributive force
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Subsomption formelle ou
absence de subsomption
directe

lieu du travail concret

Sphere de la
production

Sphere de la
circulation

—

Infrastructure informatique
qui rationalise l'organisaton
du travail salarié dans la
sphére de la pi

N

Logistique et robotique
qui réduit les faux frais de la
circulation du capital-marchandise

amazon

WS

Amazon : )
plateforme

d'e-commerce a linterstice
des vendeurs tiers et des
consommateurs.

amazon

[leARJ) Ne 9SIW €] 9p d}ljepow

12



Conclusion. We aimed at:

* Going beyond the opposition between continuity and rupture to stress
an ongoing contradiction

 Shedding light on the multiplicity and the diffusion of digital capital
throughout the economy

* Better understanding capital accumulation in the digital sector
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Thanks for your attention!

hannah.bensussan@gmail.com
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