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INTRODUCTION:

Visual Art & Poetic Narratives

Cao Fei W¥E: Falling Matryoshka
On February 25, 2022, 1 day after Russia's invasion of Ukraine,

Cao Fei posted on Instagram:

“Falling Matryoshka © Cao Fei 2022. Photo from the border of
China and Russia. Project commissioned by @garagemca.”

Collaboration Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow, Jan
2022.

Matryoshka in Russia & China

* Russia: tradition since 1890

» Japan: Honshu doll, daruma doll (but not nested)

« China: traditional roly-poly toy: ‘tumbler’ (budaoweng A~ 8|45

» Drinking game since Tang dynasty
» Cao Fei: The doll that cannot fall has fallen

China’s Geopolitics
Opening Beijing Winter Olympics

4 Feb 2022: Beijing Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony,
Xi Jinping & Putin pledge ‘no limits’ friendship

Joint Statement: No limits Friendship & Media Mirroring
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National Radio & TV Administration ERJ &2 {1 /8 (2018)

+ 2021 NRTA under Central Propaganda Dept of CCP
* secret agreement with Russia’s Ministry of Digital Development,
Communications and Mass Media. Leaked: Chinese media to
repeat & amplify Russian propaganda
* Since Feb 2022: converging media narratives Russia / China

» China amplifies Russia’s fake news: Ukraine prepares biological
warfare (cf. Hvistendahl & Kovalev, 2022)

Official Discourse on China’s Mediasphere

* ‘Glorious Russia! Glorious Putin! They have politicians in the
West, but Putin, he is a great political player who will go down
in history!’

* ‘| support the disintegration of NATO! | support Russia,
because when Russia falls, China is next!" (Weibo, 2 March
2022).

» ‘Russia has done a beautiful job!’
 (Cf. Bandurski, 2022)

Parrhesia in East & West

Parrhesia in Western Culture
» Greek Tmappnoia — first in Euripides (¢.484-407 BC)
+ Literally: ‘saying everything one has in mind’
» Speaking truth to power, freedom of expression,
transparency, duty, idle talk, gossip.

Parrhesia in Western Culture

* Foucault, 1983:

» Condition: truth-tellers face risk or danger for them in telling
truth

» But they feel bound by duty to muster the courage and do so.

* Foucault, Michel, ‘Discourse and Truth: The
Problematisation of Parrhesia’, Six Lectures given at
Berkeley, 1983.

Parrhesia Tradition in China

 Duke Huan of Qi A1/ (r.685-643 BC) established office of
‘admonition officers’ (jian guan #&E) to speak truth to power—
until Liao dynasty (916-1125).
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* Praised by.Xi Jin-pi‘ng’s e—gerrnment: He Jing ol &%, website of
Audit Bureau of Guilin City, Guangxi I"FEEHAREMTE 5.

Parrhesia Tradition as the Intellectuals’ Mission
* Roaming scholars shi = in pre-Qin China
« Confucius fLF
« Mencius &F
* Roam from kingdom to kingdom
« offer advice on good government to the ruler
Parrhesia Risks

« Sima Qian & & (c. 145-c. 86 BC) & Grand Historian to
Emperor Han Wudi ;£ % (r. 141- 87 BC)
- Sima Qian defended defeated general Li Ling Z& (d. 74 BC)
» Death sentence
« Commuted to castration and 3 years in prison

« Tradition of xiaoshuo /Mt — idle talk, gossip — history rather

than fiction
* Political critique — often indirect

3 THEMES:

Parrhesia in China’s Mediasphere

COLOURS OF UKRAINE
COLOURS OF UKRAINE:

1. Cao Fei W¥E
Multi-media artist CAO Fei W¥E (b. 1978)

Cao Fei

1 « Februar/Marz 2022

* “Found daily colours to support Ukraine”
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» Echoes of Ukraine found in China...

Cao Fei on Instagram

COLOURS OF UKRAINE:

2. Badiucao B =K

Badiucao

* Born c. 1986 in China

* Known by pseudonym only

* Lives in Australia

» Active on Sina Weibo, other Chinese social media,

» Twitter, Instagram

» Website: https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure

» #StopWar
» #StandWithUkraine
 https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure

COLOURS OF UKRAINE:

3. Huang Rui &4

Huang Rui 3 $i: ‘Absence of Black Moon’
» 1952, Beijing

» 1978 co-published Jintian § X Today literary magazine

« 1980s Co-founder & member of Stars Group £ £2E %
» Exhibitions in China, Europe, USA

Huang Rui 8 #i: ‘Absence of Black Moon’

* Art Basel
« 2022
* Oil on canvas, 88 x 99 cm

Huang Rui #&%i: ‘Absence of Black Moon’
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» ‘Together for Peace’: Exhibition by Ukrainian & Polish
Embassies, Beijing, 12 March 2022

« Dao de jing :E{E#E inspiration
* Yijing & #&Book of Changes

SUNFLOWERS
SUNFLOWERS:

1. Ai Weiwei X k%

Sunflower Seeds (Kuihuazi #71€¥¥), Tate Modern, 2010
» ‘Readymade’—Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968)

* Sun & sunflowers: Mao & the people

* Symbol of communication— Cultural Revolution

* 100,000 seeds—Twitter users in world

SUNFLOWERS:

2. Badiucao B=HK

Ukrainian woman confronts Russian soldiers
Henichesk, sea of Asov
25 February 2022

“Take these seeds and put them in your pockets, so at least
sunflowers will grow when you all lie down here.”

Viral on social media

1/6 series: Six-piece NFT (non-fungible tokens/cryptocurrency)
collection

dedicated to the brave Ukrainians fighting against the Russian
invasion, inspiring the world

All proceeds to go to Ukrainian government
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SUNFLOWERS:

3. Xi Yongjun X &

Xi Yongjun JEXE (b. 1963)

* b. 1963 Qionglai I, Sichuan

* Lives in Chengdu
» Poet, with international recognition
 Editor-in-chief of

* literary magazines

» Chengdu Evening News, etc.

Microblog Poem: 'Ukraine: Homeland of Sunflowers (Poetry
Series): Sunflowers’, Xi Yongjun K&, 2022
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RED & BLACK
RED & BLACK:

1. Badiucao B XK

STOP 3/6

STOP 3/6

‘In my view, if you open the dazzling neon jacket, China’s
complexion is nothing more than black and red.

Red is blood, fear and violence.

Black is iron, freezing nights, depression, despair, and the silent
corners. It's the cloth gag covering the screams.

The country is like a giant meat grinder, a layer of fresh blood
covering a layer of despair, new despair covering the layer of fresh
blood, over and over again.’
https://chinadigitaltimes.net/2013/12/ten-question-badiucao-
Y%ES%BT7%BA4%EA4%B8%A2%E8%8D %89/, accessed 20 Jan
2024.

Badiucao BXX

» Composite Portrait:

+ Xi Jinping & Putin, 2022

» Badiucao’s first solo show

* DOX, Prague, Czechia, May-August 2022

Red/Black: Colour of Anarchists

« Anarchy: ‘doctrine of no government’ E T £ & wizhéngft
zhayi

» Against oppressive government

» Popular variant of socialism
* Russian Revolution 1917
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* May Fourth Movement 1919
RED & BLACK:

2. Liao Weitang BE{H23¢

Liao Weitang BEfE 3¢

* b. 1975 Xinxing county #7>%X &, Guangdong

* Moves to Hong Kong (Cantonese name: Liu Waitong, pun on
liuwang aitong ft == 48, ‘Grief in Exile’)

» Poet, photographer, writer, magazine editor, bookshop manager

« Literary prizes in HK, Taiwan, abroad

« Assoc. Prof. National Taipei University of the Arts B3 &=L 47K
£ (Literature)

‘Winter on Fire’, Liao Weitang REfE%¢
Winter on Fire
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Winter on Fire:

Ukraine’s Fight for Freedom

‘Winter on Fire’, Liao Weitang RE{E%

Winter on Fire
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Winter on Fire:
Ukraine’s Fight for Freedom

‘Winter on Fire’, Liao Weitang RE{E%¢
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‘Winter on Fire’
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‘Winter on Fire’
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‘Winter on Fire’

mEAEEEH. FRAEMAK
EERE, REBRFF
AP IT 7S H= B

TFRzE

A —MREEHRZE
MEREENEE. EE. KL
BXREEEZE=_/\m1%
BIAR R — %k

Concluding Remarks

Concluding Remarks
*4.3.2022

* https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure

Concluding Remarks

« 4.3.2022; https://www.badiucao.com/latest-adventure

Thank you!



